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NOTICE:

APRIL GENERAL
MEETING and Potluck
 Date: APRIL 10, 2016
 Time: 1:30 pm Potluck, 2:30
pm Program
 Program: Rebecca
Quandt—Historic
McMinnville—How an
organization applied for
grant funding & successfully
developed a new website.
Historicmac.com
 Location: Heritage Center,
Hwy 18 & Durham Lane,
McMinnville

Oregon Economic Mainstays in the Late 1800s
Railroads transformed the
Oregon economy in the late
1800s by bringing more people,
cheaper shipping, and more
efficient technology to many
existing industries. During this
period, farming remained a
mainstay of the economy as the
acreage and productivity
climbed. Other industries often
were dominated by distant
companies seeking to extract as
many products as cheaply as
possible. Thus, lumbering,
mining, and fishing created local
jobs for workers who found
themselves at the whim of the
boom and bust economic cycles

that plagued the nation.
Moreover, once the lumber, ore,
or fish were extracted, the
companies would often abandon
the area for new opportunities,
leaving both communities and
the environment to fend for
themselves.
FARMING AND
RANCHING
Despite the inequities and
corruption brought to some
farmers by railroads, farming
generally grew and prospered in
the last decades of the 1800s.
Railroads carried heavy and
bulky equipment such as horsedrawn cultivators and steam-

Fred Sitton’s Tractor
powered threshers from
factories in the East and
Midwest to Oregon, allowing
farmers to greatly expand the
number of acres in production.
Large portions of the original
320 and 640 acre land grants
Continued on Page 9

10 Historical Oddities You Don’t Know
History can be exciting with
tales of big battles and heroes
and adventure, or it can be dull
when reduced to simple dates
and dry details. One way to
bring history to life is to focus
on interesting facts which bring
the past to life. Here are ten
lesser-known historical facts
which I hope you’ll find
interesting.

ON THE WEB:
♦ Visit our Website now at
yamhillcountyhistory.org

1.

♦ Join our Facebook Group
yamhillcountyhistory.org/fb
♦ Email us at
info@yamhillcountyhistory.org

ARCHAEOLOGY BY
DIARRHEA
The Lewis and Clark expedition
was sent out by President

Jefferson to cross the continent
of America. They were to make
scientific discoveries and contact
the native Americans. Because
they were to be gone for so long,
it was necessary to train them in
medicine so that they could treat
illness and injury. Benjamin
Rush, famous doctor and
founding father, was a key
advisor. He was a keen advocate
of purgatives and laxatives. To
clear out the bowels of the
expedition he provided them
with his own invention, Bilious
Pills. These contained a large

amount of mercury. They were
so effective as a laxative that the
expedition termed them
Thunder Clappers. The problem
with mercury is that it remains in
the environment for a very long
time. When the expedition used
the pills they left such large
amounts of mercury in the
ground that later archeologists
have been able to identify the
path of the expedition by the
levels of the metal still remaining
form the Thunder Clapper
purges.

Continued on Page 8
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President’s Letter
What does the year
1957 mean to you, the
year Sputnik was
launched, the start of
the last year of high
school for me, or; the
year the Yamhill
County Historical
Society began? Let’s
think about the last one. In 1957 our Society
had its humble beginning with a few
volunteers interested in preserving the
County’s history to become what it is today;
an important and vibrant organization that has
expanded greatly since its founding. Why
bring this subject up at this time? By my
calculations next year, 2017, will be the
Society’s 60th anniversary. I don’t know how
that ranks with other historical societies
throughout the state but I suspect there are
not many that are older. I think it would be a
good idea to start planning for this anniversary
and be ready to kick off a year of celebration
beginning in January of 2017. Maybe in the
next month or two, someone will come
forward and volunteer to be a coordinator and
develop a celebration program.
Speaking of celebrations: When you read
this edition of the newsletter, Farm Fest 2016
will be only a few days away, (April 9th). I am
always amazed when I visit the Heritage
Center while preparations for Farm Fest and
Harvest Fest are underway. There is an
impressive major checklist of all the things
that need to be done and to see the great
number of volunteers who come out to make
it happen. That these events are so successful
is no accident; the careful planning and the
willing efforts of all the volunteers guarantee
success each year.

Not far behind Farm Fest will be Pioneer
Days for a lot of school children. This has
proved to also be a very successful event
largely due to the planning and efforts of
many volunteers. In fact it has been so
successful that it becomes oversubscribed
because of the many schools that want to
participate.
For members who regularly attend the
monthly General Meetings they will recognize
that the agenda / format has not changed for
several years. There have been some recent
comments that perhaps the agenda should be
revised. Our by-laws only state when general
meetings are to be held with no reference to
their content. I think it’s time to take a look at
our general meeting agenda for possible
revisions and to that end I have asked Dave
Rucker, our Vice-president, and Sarah Miller,
Program Coordinator, to undertake a survey
of the membership to see what may be
changed, if anything. Make your thoughts
known and the results of the survey will be
reported back to the membership. Hopefully
there will be a consensus for any potential
changes.
Finally, to end on some good news, YCHS
has been nominated for an award by the
Willamette Heritage Center for its
contribution to education. Congratulations to
all of our volunteers who have contributed to
making the education programs such a
success.
John Lewis
YCHS President
Phone: (503) 883-9588
Email: jjaklewis@aol.com
Submitted: March 15, 2016

COORDINATORS
Computer Coordinator:
Tom Cattrall
Corresponding Secretary:
Nancy Thornton
General Meetings Program Coordinator:
Sarah Miller
Heritage Brick & Flagpole Coordinator:
Carolyn Meeker
Heritage Center Facilities Operations
Manager:
Cliff Watts

Heritage Center Landscaping:
Gloria Lutz
Lafayette Operations:
Membership Coordinator:
Carlene Kadell
Newsletter Editor:
Tami Compton-Spears
Outreach Coordinator:
Cynthia Christensen
Pioneer Days Coordinator:
Terry Nelson

Volunteer Coordinator:
Dave Rucker
Volunteercoordinator@yamhillcountyhistory.org
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Board Meeting Recap ~ March 9, 2016
The following recap is a condensed version of not-yet approved minutes from the board meeting. All committee reports are
filed in the record book with the minutes at the Lafayette Site.

Committee Reports:
 Activities
& Events Committee—Pam Watts
reported that the committee and subcommittees
(Treasures in the Attic and Farm Fest) are meeting to
plan events and hopefully increase attendance and
revenue, expand activities, expand volunteer
involvement, and keep people coming back. Several
members of the committee and Education committee
manned the YCHS booth and covered wagon display at
the recent and well attended Mid-Valley Winter Ag Fest
held in Rickreall. Heritage Center rentals are increasing.
So far rentals have been through “word of mouth”.
Marketing will begin to other organizations and groups
regarding rental options being careful to adhere to the
YCHS policies and keeping the facility available for
YCHS activities and events.
 Heritage Center Development & Operations
Committee—In past events, YCHS has borrowed
portable bleacher units from the Amity School District
for several events held at the Heritage Center. The
committee recommended the purchase of three portable
bleachers and obtained four bids and recommended the
one deemed most favorable. The board approved the
purchase.
President’s Report:
John Lewis reported that Dave Rucker has been asked
to conduct a survey in regards to the desired changes in
format and agenda of the general meeting and potluck.
The Strategic Plan approved at the February board
meeting had no specific timelines for achieving the
outlined plan activities. John will form an advisory team
to help implement needed actions. The Willamette
Heritage Center intends on giving YCHS an award for
our educational efforts. Cynthia Christensen will
coordinate YCHS attendees.

Treasurer’s Report:
 Todd Holt provided the treasurer’s report which is on
file in the record book in Lafayette.
Unfinished Business:
Status of the Murder Quilt Replica Custody—Jean
Sartor has provided a written and signed letter to the
board confirming YCHS ownership of the quilt replica.
 The completed Heritage Center Rental Policy,
Application & Agreement and Alcohol Service Policy &
Agreement were presented and approved by the board,
subject to legal review by the YCHS attorney.
 Membership to the Chehalem Valley Chamber of
Commerce was approved.


New Business:
700 extra copies of Schools of Old Yamhill were found by
volunteer Susan Reed. The society will utilize these for
educational purposes and will be given to the Education
Committee for Books with bookplates noting book is a
gift from YCHS.
 John Lewis obtained two local CPA firms for a bid on
conducting a financial review. One firm responded,
Bernards and Associates. The board approved retaining
Bernards and Associate for the financial review.




Respectfully submitted,
Jo McIntyre, Secretary
Submitted March 15, 2016

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Accessions Lafayette:
Ursula Doud
Accessions/Restoration
Heritage Center:
Dave Cruickshank
Activities and Events:
Pam Watts
Blacksmith Shop:
Dale Turner
Budget:
Todd Holt

Business Plan & Grant Review:
Steve Leonard
Education Committee:
Cynthia Christensen
Farm/Harvest Fest:
Cliff and Pam Watts
Handmade Holidays:
Karen Sitton-Saxberg
Heritage Center Development
& Operations:
Tony Meeker

Insurance Committee:
Tony Meeker
Lafayette Operations :
Todd Holt
Lafayette Pioneer Cemetery:
Todd Holt
Media Committee:
Sarah Miller
Photographic Project:
Tom Cattrall
Sawmill:
Jerry Tessman

Secrets of the Past Tours:
Karen Sitton-Saxberg
Steam Engine:
Vern Yeager
Treasures in the Attic:
Pam Watts
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Sun

Mon

Event Locations
Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

April Fools’
Day
Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4
3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

GENERAL
MEETING
1:30 pm

13
14
Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

15

24

18

25

19

26

20
21
Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

27
28
Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

FARM
FEST
Heritage Ctr.
10-4
16
Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

BOARD
MEETING
5:30 pm
17

Heritage Ctr.
Open 10-3

9—Farm Fest—
Heritage Center
 April 10 —General
Meeting 1:30 pm—
Heritage Center
 April 13 —Board
Meeting 5:30 pm—
Lafayette Museum

9

8

Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

 April

Blacksmith
Shop Open
22

23
Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

Earth Day
Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4
29

Heritage Ctr.
Open 10-3
30

Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4

Upcoming Events
 May

10—General
Meeting & Volunteer
Appreciation
 May 11—Board
Meeting
 June 8—Board
Meeting
 June 12—General
Meeting
 June 19—Father’s Day
at the Heritage Center
 June 25—Garden Party
at the Lafayette
Museum
 August 13-14—Harvest
Fest
 September 17—
Treasures in the Attic

Lafayette
Museum
Open 10-4
Heritage Ctr.
Open 10-3

Historic Lafayette
Museum

605 Market Street

Saturday, April 30, 2016
Visit Sweet Nellie’s Lemonade Stand on Saturday, April 30, and help support our youth! Nellie, Lexie
and Sophie participated in last summer’s Pioneer Camp at the Heritage Center, and will be participating in
McMinnville’s Lemonade Day on April 30. They invite you to stop by their booth at the First Federal
parking lot in McMinnville for a glass of good old-fashioned lemonade and baked goods. The YCHS
covered wagon will be parked as their backdrop, and proceeds will help support the Heritage Center and
Pioneer Camp!
Lemonade Day is a fun, free experiential learning program that teaches youth how to start, own and
operate their own business...a lemonade stand! Inspiring kids to work hard and made a profit, Lemonade
Day also teaches them to spend some, save some, and share some by giving back to their community.

P.O. Box 484
Lafayette, OR 97127
Hours:
Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday 10-4
Or by appointment
503-864-2308
Yamhill Valley Heritage
Center

11275 SW Durham Ln.
McMinnville, OR 97128
Hours:
Saturday 10-3
Contact: 503-435-9700
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Reminiscence of James M. Sharp

One of the neglected sources of early Oregon
history is the Folklore file at the Oregon State
Library. These “Oregon Folklore Studies” were
part of the Federal Writers’ Project of the
W.P.A. (Works Progress Administration) of
the 1930’s. They dealt with everyday life and
manners on the frontier and were based on
interviews with older people. Several years ago I
went through them and copied those that had
direct ties with Yamhill County. One of them
included some reminiscences of James M. Sharp.
The Sharp family had spent its first winter in
Oregon in the Chehalem Valley. One of the
daughters married Obadiah Bean, a brother of
Napolean and James R. Bean, both of whom
had donation land claims in Yamhill County.
One of the Sharp sons married Nancy
Rowland, daughter of John Rowland and
granddaughter of Jeremiah Rowland. James
Sharp was eight years old when the family
crossed the plains in 1852.
He wrote:
My father at this time was fifty-five
years of age. Low of stature, stout built,
he was in the prime of life. My mother
was forty-four years of age, and the
mother of seven children. (After five
months on the read), we crossed the
Clackamas River, arrived at Oregon City,
and crossed the Willamette River, thence
continued westerly into the Chehalem
Valley, and arrived at Mr. George
Nelson’s place on the 16th of October.
Mr. Nelson’s house was built on a
gently rising ground, and as we drove so
slowly up the hill, the sun was about to
sink behind the western mountains.
Mother, and most of us children, were
walking. Father had not been feeling well
for some days, and was riding in the
wagon. As we pulled up alongside the

front gateway, a woman came out and
asked, “Isn’t there a sick man in the
wagon?” and learning there was had us
come into the house. She put father into
bed, where they kept him for about two
weeks. We think now he must have had
typhoid fever. “Uncle George” and
“Aunt Peggy”, as the Nelsons were
known far and wide, were well advanced
in years, and had been living in Oregon
since 1844. Their house was a large
double affair, with a roofed-over section
between.
As soon as father was able to move,
we secured a house not far from Mr.
Nelsons, from a Mr. Morris, into which
we moved November 2, 1852. (Mr.
Morris lived just to the east of the
Nelson’s and was the grandfather of the
Bryan children who have many
descendants in this area.) It was a
structure built of small logs, about twelve
by sixteen feet. I believe it had a
fireplace, because we could hardly have
survived a cold winter otherwise. There
was a loft or attic, reached by a ladder,
and here was the boys’ dormitory during
the winter. In this small building the nine
of us spent the time from November 2,
1852 to February 21, 1853. There was a
snowfall of about two feet during most
of this period. Our food was a steady
diet of boiled wheat, which was bought
at $5.00 per bushel, or about 8 cents per
pound. Strong and wholesome food, but
rather monotonous.
Along in the fall (1853) father went
south and filed on a donation land claim
of 320 acres in Lane County, about
seven miles northwest from what is now
known as Eugene. (The family soon moved
to Lane County. James Sharp continues his
story.)
During the summer of 1854 my sister
Julia and her husband, O.R. Bean, who
had been living in Yamhill County, came
to Lane County to visit her parents, and
in returning by some chance took me
with them. I was past eleven then and
had not attended school since leaving
Missouri. Arrangements were made for
me to attend the Panther Creek School, a

walk of about two and one-half miles. It
was a pay school but the tuition was not
large. I had to furnish books, slates,
pencils, ink, pens, penholders and
writing paper. Second-hand books, such
as McGuffy’s and Sander’s Readers,
Webster’s Elementary Speller and
Arithmetics were available to a large
extent. My first copybook was a number
of sheets of foolscap, sewed together as
a folio, which had previously been used
by an older pupil, and which I interlined
with my practice work.
There was no grading, each pupil
being advanced according to his aptness.
Thus, beginning in July, in a little more
than one year, I had run the gauntlet
from first reader to the fifth, and had
made fair progress in writing, arithmetic,
and geography. The school house was
made of boards, with rough benches to
sit on, some long, rough desks for
writing, and a blackboard or two on the
wall.
As a means of adding to our funds,
our entire family gathered wild
strawberries in season. These we capped
and carried them on horseback to
Eugene and sold them for a low price.
As I remember, it was ten cents a quart.
We did not have much in the way of
luxuries in those days. I recall once being
given an orange by a man in whose store
I clerked. I gave the orange to a young
girl in who I had some interest, and she
in turn passed it on to her grandmother,
much to my discomfort. Part of my
duties in this store was to mold candles,
weigh in slaughtered hogs, butchered by
people about the neighborhood, try out
the lard and salt the meat down. I was
required to sleep in the store as a means
of protecting it. For all this service I
received the sum of $20.00 a month,
which sum I passed on to my father.
One winter, shortly after my return
(from clerking in Eugene), the teacher who
had been engaged to conduct a school
close to our home, boarded with us, and
by his help and by firelight, I made some
progress in arithmetic. A year or so later
I attended school for three months,
Continued on Page 10
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Special Incentive Offered for Rehab, Preservation Work
The Special Assessment Program is a state
-sponsored incentive program instituted in
1975 to encourage the preservation and
appropriate rehabilitation of properties listed
in the National Register of Historic Places.
Under this program a property is specially
assessed for a period of ten years. This allows
the owner to restore or improve the
condition of the property and not pay
additional taxes on the resulting increase in
the property’s value until the ten-year benefit
period has expired. For more information
about the program, read the latest blog of the
Oregon Heritage Exchange.
www.oregonheritage.wordpress.com
Out of over 90,000 National Registered
Historic Places listed nationwide, Oregon is
home to over 2,000, and 82 of those are

found in Yamhill County. Dayton tops the
list with 50 currently registered sites. It is
important for us to protect America’s historic
and archeological resources.
From November 2015 through
November 2016, the National Register of
Historic Places will be sharing some of their
favorite preservation work that has occurred
across the nation, a tangible result of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
and the partnerships and the programs it
created.
If you feel your home, buildings,
structures, objects, or sites should be on the
National Register of Historic Places, go to
www.nps.gov/nr/ and apply today.

Antique Toy Trains
Do you have any antique toy trains? Would you consider showing them as
part of a display this fall at the Heritage Center? If so, please call Pam Watts
at (503) 434-0490 or email pwatts@onlinemac.com for more details!
The first steam locomotive roared down steel tracks in 1830, and all who
saw this cutting edge technology were filled with awe at the sheer force of
the thing. Miniatures of steam locomotives and train cars were soon sold as
souvenirs and model train collecting was born. In the 1880’s, model train
collecting came into its own as a hobby and really took off in the 1920’s
when department stores began including them in their Christmas window
displays.

“Art In Agriculture” - Photographers Needed
Farm Fest, to be held April 9, 2016, will include an
“Agriculture in Art” photography contest in
conjunction with the plowing competition and other
activities. “Agriculture in Art” is a photography
competition hosted by the Yamhill Valley Camera
Club displaying photos in four categories:
1.
2.
3.
4.

People
Animals
Agriculture/Farm
Agriculture/Winery

Students, armature and professional artists are invited.
All photography must be taken of subjects in Yamhill
Valley and the surrounding area. For details and
registration form, go to www.yamhillcountyhistory.org
or contact Art Show Coordinator Steve Singleton at
(971) 237-9314 or stv.sngltn@gmail.com

The West Side
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10 Historical Oddities Continued...
significant amount of dye it was necessary
to harvest vast quantities of snails. This
made the resulting dye hugely expensive.
For centuries only the very rich could
afford purple. In many cultures the color
became so associated with royalty that
commoners were banned from wearing it.

2.

POLITICS IS TOO ROUGH
TODAY?
It is a common complaint, especially in
election years, that politics has become too
divided. In the past politics was a lot less
dainty. When Senator Sumner made a
speech attacking “the harlot Slavery”
Senator Preston Brooks, representing the
pro-slavery South Carolina, took offense.
Two days later, on the floor of the senate
chamber, Brooks approached Sumner and
began to thrash him with a heavy walking
stick. When other senators attempted to
stop the beating, an accomplice of Brooks
held them off with a pistol. Sumner was
beaten unconscious, the injuries he
suffered affecting him for the rest of his
life. It was three years before Sumner was
able to return to his duties. Brooks was reelected and hailed as a hero in the proslavery south. Because Brooks had broken
his cane in the attack he was inundated
with gifts of replacement walking sticks by
admirers.

4. DEATH BY PROTOCOL
In many cultures certain people are held to
be taboo; that is, they are not to be
touched. In 19th century Siam, it was
absolutely forbidden for a commoner to
touch the queen. To break this rule carried
the death penalty. One day Queen
Sunandha Kumariratana was in a boat
which capsized, plunging her into a river.
Though there were many people who
might have come to her aid it would have
meant their own death to touch the royal
body. She died at the age of 19 along with
her daughter.
5.

FIRST PERSON BORN ON A
CONTINENT
Only one person can claim to be the first
person to have been born on a continent.
Emilio Palma was born at the Esperanza
Base in the Antarctic in 1978. His birth
was planned by the Argentine government
to bolster their claim to a region of
Antarctica. When heavily pregnant, his
mother was flown to the base for the birth.
Unfortunately it failed to have much effect
on the international scene, though made
for an interesting anecdote. On a side note
of continental births: the first European to
be born in the Americas was born around
1005 in the Norse settlement of Vinland.
He went by the great name of Snorri
Thorfinnsson.

7.

WHY CLOCKS MOVE
CLOCKWISE
We all know what the terms clockwise and
anti-clockwise mean. But why do clocks
move in the direction they do? The answer
is based on tradition. Long before
mechanical clocks were invented, sundials
were the best way of estimating the time of
day. In the Northern Hemisphere, the
direction of a shadow on a sundial will
move clockwise due to the Earth moving
in an anti-clockwise direction when viewed
from the North Pole. When mechanical
clocks were invented they were modeled to
be similar to sundials and so we still use
the movement of the sun in the way we
read the time.

6.

3. PURPLE
In the ancient world the color purple was a
rarity. The word purple derives from the
Latin Purpura, and that from the Greek
Porphrya. The Greeks knew only one
source of a purple dye, a secretion of a
certain type of sea snail. To make up any

ERATOSTHENES AND THE
SIZE OF THE EARTH
It is well known now that the people of the
ancient world were well aware that the
Earth was not flat. Even looking at the
horizon of the sea it was possible to see
the curvature of the Earth as ships fell
below the horizon. What is less well
known is how accurately they knew the
circumference of the planet. Eratosthenes,
a Greek mathematician who lived in the
3rd century BC, using only sticks and the
shadows they cast , was able to calculate

the circumference of the Earth to a size of
25,000 miles. This compares to the actual
(polar) circumference of 24,860 miles.

8. THE SHORTEST WAR
The Anglo-Zanzibar war of 1896 is the
shortest war on record lasting an
exhausting 38 minutes. After the death of
the pro-British sultan Hamad he was
succeeded by his nephew Bargash. The
British favored another candidate. With
Bargash in the sultan’s palace refusing to
abdicate the British gathered a fleet in the
harbor beside it. An ultimatum was
delivered requiring Bargash to step aside
Continued on Page 10

APRIL 2016

The West Side

Page 9

Oregon Economic Mainstays Continued...

Hembree Ranch Threshing
from the 1840s and 1850s that many
farmers previously held in reserve were
now falling under the plow in an
increasingly mechanized and specialized
market. Western Oregon saw the planting
of a wider range of crops such as hops for
beer brewing, flax for making linen, and
hemp for rope and paper. Thousands of
acres were dedicated to orchards
producing prunes, walnuts, filberts, and
other fruit and nut crops.
Eastern Oregon farmers also saw
growth based on the railroads. Hoping to
capitalize on a captive market, some
farmers followed gold miners to Eastern
Oregon in the early 1860s, only to suffer
when the mines played out in the late
1860s and 1870s. But with the
construction of the railroad through the
Columbia Plateau in the late 1870s, a
booming wheat farming region began to
take root. The climate, soil, and proximity
to the railroad all favored growth. Soon
branch line railroads added further
access—Umatilla County alone boasted
more than 200 miles of track in 1893.
Other areas of the wheat belt also
benefited, stretching west to the Sherman
County wheat farms surrounding Grass
Valley, Shaniko, and Moro. The large and
flat or gently rolling farm of the Columbia
plateau showcased the potential of new
agricultural machines. By the 1890s most
of the wheat in the region was threshed by
steam-powered machines that were
transported from farm to farm by
commercial operators. New towns often
developed to serve the local farm families
as well as a growing number of transient
farm and ranch laborers with stores, grain
warehouses, and saloons.
With more farmers, ranchers, and
sheepherders moving onto the public land

of central and eastern Oregon, conflicts
were bound to arise. In the 1860s cattle
ranchers had moved into eastern Oregon
to provide meat for the thousands of gold
miners. But by the early 1880s, sheep
ranches were setting up on land that the
cattle ranchers previously had to
themselves. Claiming that the sheep ruined
the grazing land by cropping the grass too
short, many cattle ranchers routinely shot
sheep on sight, a practice that obviously
raised tensions. In the last years of the
century, owners of huge ranches in Harney
County quarreled with new small farmers
and ranchers over the right to use the land.
The large ranchers claimed that the
newcomers were destined to fail in an
environment naturally suited for large
ranches. The small farmers and ranchers
countered that the cattle barons were
monopolizing more land than they had a
right to. The fight included a flurry of
lawsuits in the 1890s before coming to a
violent head when homesteader Edward
Oliver shot and killed an unarmed cattle
baron named Peter French. Fellow settlers
sitting on the jury quickly found Oliver not
guilty, ruling that French had died of
“natural causes” - a bullet to the head.
EXTRACTION INDUSTRIES
Logging, mining, and fishing all
experienced increased mechanization in
the late 1800s. Although not approaching
the heights of production that the industry
would see in the 20th century, logging
productivity grew as steam locomotives
moved down new narrow-gauge tracks
into previously inaccessible areas.
Stationary engines with winches, called
steam donkeys, were used to yard logs
from the stump to the railway where they
could be hauled to a steam-operated mill.
Increasingly large lumber mills used
expensive new equipment designed to
rationalize the process and boost
production, running multiple band saws all
day long to cut the huge old growth
timber. By the 1890s, Oregon was shipping
a large portion of its export timber by
railroad as opposed to steamship. The
lumber provided building material for a
rapidly growing U.S. population, including
the midwestern centers of Denver, Omaha,
and St. Louis. But the new industrial
techniques favored clear-cut practices in

which nearly all trees were removed or
damaged. The bare hillsides were left to
the ravages of erosion. Moreover, the clear
-cutting removed riparian cover, causing
stream temperatures to rise dangerously
high for fish. Likewise, splash dams that
were used to float logs out of forests
damaged salmon runs by blocking access
to spawning grounds and scouring
important habitat.
Gold discoveries in eastern Oregon's
Blue Mountains beginning in 1861 brought
boom times as tens of thousands of miners
streamed into the region hoping to strike it
rich. Auburn, now a ghost town, grew
almost instantly to 5,000 people. Canyon
City ballooned to 5,000 people as well.
Baker City, spurred early on by mining and
later by the building of the railroad, gained
a reputation by the 1890s as the "Denver
of Oregon." During this period, it was one
of the more colorful towns in the Pacific
Northwest as miners, ranchers, cowboys,
and sheepherders mingled with gamblers
and dance hall girls. By 1900 it had become
the trading center for a vast region and was
the largest city between Salt Lake City and
Portland. As the placer or surface mining
waned, new and more expensive
equipment was needed to extract the gold
ore more efficiently. In the process, lone
prospectors were replaced by mining crews
working for large companies. While
creating great wealth for some, mechanized
mining used techniques that were
disastrous to the environment. Hydraulic
mining washed away entire hillsides and
sent massive amounts of sediment into
previously pristine streams. Mercury used
in the mining process poisoned streams.
Meanwhile, miners stripped hillsides of
trees that were used to shore up mine
shafts. The denuded landscape allowed
tons of debris to run into streams.
Salmon fishing and canning also took
advantage of new machinery and
techniques in the last decades of the 1800s.
While salmon canneries operated on the
Umpqua, Nestucca, and other coastal
rivers, the most production came from
those that lined the mighty Columbia
River. After a modest start in 1866,
cannery production quickly ramped up to
serve markets in the eastern U.S. and
Europe. By 1883 there were 55 canneries
Continued on Page 10
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10 Historical Oddities Concluded
by 9am on the 27th of August. When no
reply was received the British opened fire
at 9:02. The entire fleet of Zanzibar, a
single royal yacht, was sunk and the palace
caught fire. The sultan’s flag was removed
and the firing stopped at 9:40. By the
afternoon the pro-British Hamud bin
Muhammad was in place as the new sultan.
The supporters of Bargash’s short
sultanate were forced to pay for the cost of
the shells by the British.
9.

WILLIAM BLIGH’S OTHER
MUTINIES
Poor William Bligh has gone down in
history as a tyrannical captain, mainly due
to various film depictions of him. The
mutiny on the Bounty in 1789 is the one
fact that has become associated with him.
Most people at the time blamed the mutiny
not on Bligh being too strict with his men
but rather being too lax. Unfortunately
Bligh seems to have been a magnet for
rebelliousness. In 1797 his crew again
rebelled, as part of a larger mutiny. After
this was settled there was a second mutiny
in 1797 which involved Bligh’s ship. While
neither of these mutinies focused on
anything Bligh was responsible for, it set

up a pattern which was to shape his
memory. Perhaps because of his now
extensive experience with rowdy crews he
had harde3ned his style of command. The
now harsh Bligh was made governor of
New south Wales in 1806. He antagonized
several important people in the colony and
in 1808, in a mutiny known as the Rum
Rebellion, Bligh was arrested and held
captive for two years. Had these mutinies
not occurred Bligh would be best known
today for the transplantation of bread fruit
to the West Indies.

10. WHITE HOUSE PETS
While the human occupants of the White
House have been occasionally bizarre there
have been an equal number of strange
animal residents. John Quincy Adams used
to keep an alligator, a gift from the
Marquis de Lafayette, in a bathtub. Calvin
Coolidge kept a pygmy hippo called Billy,
an ancestor of many of the pygmy hippos
to be found in the US zoos today. It
should perhaps be no surprise that the
legendarily pugnacious Andrew Jackson
kept fighting cocks. The hungry President
Taft was the last president to keep cows,
called Mooly Wooly and Pauline Wayne, at
the White House and enjoyed drinking
their milk. It would probably liven up press
conferences today if the sitting president
would keep bears as his predecessors
Jefferson and Coolidge did.
Written by Lordzb
And found on www.listverse.com
http://listverse.com/2012/11/06/10-historicaloddities-you-dont-know/?
utm_source=more&utm_medium=link&utm_ca
mpaign=direct

Reminiscence concluded
taught by a man who had been educated for an attorney, and who was unusually competent as a teacher. I think it was about the close of
my nineteenth year that I attended a three months’ school, conducted by a very fine teacher, and made some educational progress. This
was the last of my training in the public schools of Oregon. Sometime later I went to Eugene to take an examination for a certificate to
teach in the public schools of Lane County. The county superintendent of schools was a merchant whom I knew quite well, and when I
told him what I wanted, he took me out to an open platform in the rear of his store, where each of us occupied a convenient drygoods
case, and he proceeded with the examination by asking me a few simple questions, requiring me to read a selection or two, and ending up
by giving me a certificate inside of half an hour. A year or two later, wishing to teach in Wasco County, I underwent a very similar
examination and received a certificate to teach in that county.
Submitted by Ruth Stoller in 1984

Oregon Economic Mainstays concluded
operating on the lower Columbia River alone, all profiting from the fact that canned salmon could be shipped long distances and sold at
prices attractive to working-class families. Feeding the canneries were several efficient methods of "mining" the fish from the river during
the annual salmon runs. Equipment included fish traps, seines, and gill nets, but the fishwheels proved to be the most ingenious—and
destructive. These were water-powered nets that automatically scooped up salmon and funneled them into the wheel before dropping
them into a holding bin. The methods were so efficient that catches of the valuable Chinook salmon peaked by 1883, presaging the
massive declines of salmon generally early in the next century.
Oregon State Archives, Crafting The Oregon Constitution Framework For a New State
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/exhibits/1857/after/econ.htm
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2016 Membership Dues Renewal Notice
Dear Members,
THANK YOU for being a Yamhill County Historical Society member! Your contribution to the Society goes directly
towards our activities, events, educational programs, building improvements and daily operations, all of which greatly benefit
our community. We ask for your membership in the YCHS so we may continue with the valuable activities and events to
increase and support our existing membership, and to foster potential visitors and new membership in our community.
Thank you for your continued support of the YCHS. You are important to us! It’s members like you that make all the
difference.

RETURN THIS ENTIRE FORM WITH YOUR REMITTANCE
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Members receive The West Side newsletter (10 issues per year), free admission to the Lafayette Museum and Library, access to genealogical
and historical files, access to the Yamhill Valley Heritage Center, monthly potluck and program for members, invitations to special
programs and events, and 10% off photo orders and gift shop purchases.

The membership year runs from January 1 (or date of new membership) to December 31.

Dues for 2016
Category
Senior/Student/Educator
Senior Family
Individual
Family (Basic)
Friend
Supporter
Community Builder
Community Benefactor

(January 1 ‐ Dec. 31, 2016)

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

$15.00

I AM A NEW
MEMBER

$25.00
$20.00

I AM A
RENEWING
MEMBER

$30.00
$55.00
$125.00 +
$250.00 +
$500.00 +

CONTACT INFORMATION
Name:
Address:
City:
Phone:

State:

Zip Code:

Email:

I would prefer to receive the YCHS newsletter via:

 Email

 Postal Mail

 I would like to volunteer to help with activities of the YCHS. Please contact me.
 Please click here if you do not wish to have your name and contact information released to the Yamhill County
Cultural Coalition and/or for the purpose of obtaining grant funding. Member information will never be sold or
released for any other purpose unless written consent is provided by the member.

Please make checks payable to YCHS and return with this printed form to:
YCHS, P.O. Box 484, Lafayette, OR 97127
Questions? Call Membership Coordinator Carlene Kadell (503) 474-0480 or email: amity1956@yahoo.com
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