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t’s time for our annual Farm Fest and
Plowing Competition
this April 7! There is
something for everyone
at this Yamhill Valley
Heritage Center hosted
event.
For one thing, Farm
Fest is the single largest
plowing competition on
the West Coast. There will
be over 20 teams of draft
horses and mules plowWayne Beckwith drives his mules
ing the South and North
fields. The Oregon Draft Horse and Breeders
Association co-sponsors this event, along with
ody of the article.
their “plow-by-plow” announcer and an awards
ceremony at the end of the day. Spectators can
get up close and personal with the animals as
well as their drivers. Award winning plow men
and women are more than happy to park their
team in front of the crowd and let the kids talk
to the team. Award winning plowman, Wayne
Beckwith is one of my favorites as he leans
across his mule and teaches young and old, the
power and personality of his team.
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1:30 pm Potluck,
PROGRAM:
2:00
pm Program

Special Guest Speaker

PROGRAM:

Holiday
show and tell with Sarah Miller

LOCATION:

LOCATION:
Heritage Center

Heritage
Center
Hwy
18
&
Durham
Hwy 18 & Durham Lane
Lane,
McMinnville
McMinnville
Continued on Page 9

Third Story Headline

The Activities Building will be filled with local
vendors showing and selling their wares. Karen
ody ofhas
thescheduled
article.
SittonSaxberg
a huge assortment of candlemakers, canners, artists, quilters,
woodworkers, authors, and farm and garden
décor designers for the entire day.

B

Our YCHS sawmill, blacksmith shop and steam
engine will all be running at full speed during
Farm Fest. This is something you won’t get
to see every day. These volunteers work hard
Continued on Page 9
American Legion — McMinnville
to show you how it was done in our County
Farm Fest (Cont. on page 9)
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President
Charles Hillestad (2016-2018)
503-687-1730
charleshillestad@cs.com

15, 2018

U.S. Postage

PAID

Speaking of vacancies, for the fate of our
Poling Church building, we still need some
general contractors and/or architects to form
a committee to consider the structural report
and come up with estimates as to priorities for
repairs and what they would cost. We already
have one, but need more. Please volunteer or
help recruit some with that special expertise.

Vice President
Dave Rucker (2018-2020)
503-984-5799
drucker83@hotmail.com
Secretary
Alex Botten (2016-2018)
nwlogging@yahoo.com

Yamhill
Yamhill County
County
DIRECTORS
Michael
HafnerSociety
(2017-2019)
Historical
Historical
Society

Non-Profit

lease
Pam Watts as our newest
Permitwelcome
#103
McMinnville, Oregon
Director.
She is certainly not new to the
97128
Society however having served many
years as chair of several key committees, not
to mention uncounted of hours volunteering
her time. Thank you Pam for agreeing to fill a
vacancy.

Oregon 97127
BOARDLafayette,
OF DIRECTORS

Treasurer
Todd Holt (2016-2018)
503-714-4042
holtfarms@comcast.net

s Organization
of March

We also need a Presentations Coordinator for the General Meetings. Sarah Miller
has been doing a truly great job for the past several years, but no one can do that
forever. Contact
FOUNDED:
Yamhill Sarah
Countyor any tboard
o o l s , member
a g r i c u if
l t uyou
r a l can
a nbe
d persuaded to do it or
Historical
Society
was founded
in
equipment,
dairy,if you just have a fresh
know
someone
who should
bemanufacturing
doing it. Contact
us even
1957 to encourage an appreciation
logging and other transportation
idea for the of
presentations.
a chancea for
someone
bring in the shows they
and understanding
the events, It’s vehicles,
steam
engine, to
quilts,
would
us to see.
customs,
andlike
traditions
of the
textiles, historically significant

Roy Carter (2017-2019)
Sarah Miller (2017-2019)
Yamhill County community by
landscaping showcasing native
Tom Havens (2017-2019)
protecting, preserving and sharing
plants and other items that
Pioneer
Days
is
coming
up
if
you havethekids.
Theyof are
creating a log cabin or at least
Jack Maxwell III (2018-2020)
its history and heritage. The society
illustrate
history
Yamhill
the and
components
of a log cabin.
Remember Lincoln Logs, the pre-Lego toys with
Walt Stahlnecker (2018-2020)
operates
maintains museums,
County.
historical
properties cylinders
and research
Peter Druckenmiller (2018)
interlocking
of wood?
Well that, or
a larger
version
of that, is one of the
FACILITIES:
YCHS
operates
two
facilities, advocates for preservation,
Pam Watts (2018–2020)
facilities:
a
museum
and
research
many
things
the
kids
participating
in
Pioneer
Days
get
to
help
create.
—————————————————and presents educational and public
library, and the Heritage Center.
services in accordance with its
The Lafayette Museum and
COORDINATORS mission.
We are in the process of revitalizing
Strategic
Planning
Researchour
Library
contains
the Committee. The existHistoric
Poling
Church
Newsletter
Editors
COLLECTIONS:
Yamhill
County
historic
Poling
Church
and
logwe are looking at potential
ing
long
range
plans
need
updating.
Among
other
things
Lafayette
Museum
Rob and Teri Gunn
Historical
Society’s
collections
cabin which
house an
exhibit
hall
changes
to
the
general
membership
meetings.
Your
thoughts
are welcome. You can
Corresponding Secretary
include genealogical materials,
and research facility. The Heritage
Nancy Thornton
either
give
them
to
me
and
I
will
forward
them
to
the
Strategic
Planning Committee
letters and documents from the late
Center includes a one-room
General Meetings Program Coordinator 18th or
century
on,
documents
from
schoolhouse,
exhibit
hall,
activities
attend some of its meetings. All our meetings are open.
Sarah Miller
schools, businesses, and other
building, blacksmith shop, sawmill,
space for educational programs,
Heritage Brick & Flagpole Coordinator community organizations, and well
thephotographic
way, attention
all committee
reading
over By
5,000
images.
meetingChairpersons
and event spaces.
Boththis. As part of that reexCarolyn Meeker
The
Lafayette
Museum
and
locations
are
open
year-round
on a
amination
process
on
what
our
long
term
plans
and
strategies
should be, we would
Heritage Center Operations
Heritage Center collections include
regular schedule.
Heritage
Center
like all our various committee Chairpersons and Coordinators to let us know what
Tony Meeker & Cliff Watts
furnishings, household artifacts,
Heritage Center Landscaping
they think their mission statement is, and where they want to go from here.
Gloria Lutz
IT Coordinator
Tom Cattrall
Lafayette Operations
Todd Holt
Membership Coordinator
The Executive Education Committee met on 2/12/18 to plan for Pioneer Days
Carlene Kadell
and discuss related items about our education and outreach related activities. in atOutreach Coordinator
tendance were Terry Nelson, Judy Strietzel, Cynthia Christensen and Raylinda Price
Cynthia Christensen
as she is taking on the coordination role with the schools this coming year.
Pioneer Days Coordinator
Terry Nelson
We reviewed our scheduled schools for May (4/30-5/31), number of students
Volunteer Coordinator
Dave Rucker
attending, supply needs, and replacement activities for bad weather or if gardening
Website Administrator
does not happen. Judy was getting started on her volunteer scheduling after the
Michael Hafner

Education and Outreach Report
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meeting.

Coming up is National Museum Day on May 18. Some museums around the world
are free that day. We only ask for donations anyway. So, I thought I might at least
remind you to revisit our museum both in McMinnville and Lafayette. There are
new things at each. Some are newly acquired such as some “new” antique cars and,
a new donated diorama showing in miniature the area around the McMinnville train
station back in the early days. See those at the Heritage Center. Other things might
be better characterized as newly rediscovered such as our “Spider” frying pan, a
skillet with legs to use on campfires rather than a stove.
At the Poling Church museum, we had some very old Native American made baskets. We thought those were interesting, but we recently discovered they are both
rarer and more valuable than we thought. We learned this as a result of some outreach to the Grand Ronde folks. We had indicated we would like to work with them
more in the future and cross promote our mutual interest in history. They visited
our museum and brought the baskets’ true value to our attention. They have even
offered one of their specialists to help carefully clean and preserve them. We deeply
appreciate that and hope to find ways to return the favor.
It reminded us once again of the importance of sharing. In that regard, we plan
to hold a meeting this summer and invite representatives of all the museums in
Yamhill County and nearby for the purpose of seeing how we can find ways to
assist each other and possibly have some mutual marketing. More on that as it
progresses.
In the meantime, I encourage you to not just visit us on National Museum Day, but
visit some of our fellow history museums as well. We are in the process of assembling a list of other places to visit and hope to ultimately have a separate page for
just that purpose on our website.
Discovering, understanding, protecting and promoting History is important.
Help us.
Charles Hillestad
YCHS President
503.687.1730
charleshillestad@cs.com
Submitted: February 15, 2018

We also discussed our participation at the Mid-Winter Ag fest 2/24-2/25; Oregon’s
Birthday celebration at the state capital 2/17/18; Farm fest and what we would be
doing; Ag Fest in Salem 4/29-4/30—we take the covered wagon down and expect
3000 or so kids to go thru it; harvest fest; and last but not least the Oregon Trail
Event in Oregon City August 25th-26th 95pm.
The Bday party on the steps of the state capital: Volunteers were Donn Callahan,
Cynthia Christensen, Sarah Miller and Julie Amen. We had a textile and fiber display
in the Trailer, along with a model wagon being pulled by oxen. Kids were able to
E & O Report (Cont. on page 10)

COMMITTEES
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Accessions — Lafayette

Accessions — Heritage Center
Dave Cruickshank
Activities and Events
Sarah Miller
Blacksmith Shop
Dale Turner
Budget
Todd Holt
Business Plan & Grant Review
Steve Leonard
Education Committee
Cynthia Christensen
Farm/Harvest Fest
Handmade Holidays
Karen Sitton-Saxberg
Heritage Center
Development & Operations
Tony Meeker
Insurance Committee
Tony Meeker
Merchndise Committee
Roy Carter
Lafayette Operations
Todd Holt
Lafayette Pioneer Cemetery
Todd Holt
Media Committee
Michael Hafner
Photographic Project
Tom Cattrall
Restoration — Heritage Center
Walt Stahlnecker and Chuck Kadell
Sawmill
Jerry Tessman
Steam Engine
Vern Yeager
Treasures in the Attic
Pam Watts
Volunteer Committee
Dave Rucker
YCHS Genealogy
Louise Heindl
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Membership
News
We still have several

YCHS Board Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2018		

Board Member

Present

Charles Hillestad, President

X

Dave Rucker, Vice President

X

Absent

members who have not

Todd Holt, Treasurer

sent in their membership

Alex Botten, Secretary

X

renewal for 2018….You

Peter Druckenmiller

X

should have received your

Walt Stahlnecker

X

reminder in late January

Roy Carter

X

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Tom Havens

X

Sarah Miller

X

Michael Hafner

X

bership includes 10 issues

Jack Maxwell III

X

of our newsletter, free

Pam Watts

X

• Lafayette continues to excel after
January break
• Rentals proved strong for the first
quarter
• Facebook page has over 500 followers
• Heritage accessions acquired two cars
and 3rd St. Diorama

if your dues are past due.
Please get your renewal
in as soon as possible.
Remember, your mem-

admission to several of
our events, discounts on
photocopies, and many
more benefits. Thank
you for your continued

X

Meeting called to order 5:30pm with
Raylinda Price in attendance.
“Welcome” to the Board to our newest
Director, Pam Watts.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
• Set date of June 8 for new Yamhill County Coalition of Historical Societies and Museums,
meeting at the Heritage Center.
• President of the Board given authority by the Board to Sign letter of acceptance for map
donation from the County

support.

Motion: Approve the de-accession and sale of additional tractors per the Heritage Center Accessions Committee request. PASSED
Please welcome our new- Motion: Approve the insurance policy premium for the upcoming year. PASSED
Motion: Amend the People Mover policy with the corrections: add line item 8; driver must have
est members since our last
valid driver’s license and correct document typo errors. PASSED
newsletter:
Motion: Approve People Mover policy as amended by previous motion. PASSED
Motion: Authorize $1160.00 for a CPR class for up to 20 YCHS volunteers. PASSED
Motion: Approve payment of registration and expenses for Board President and Michael Hafner
• Teri Blankinship
for attendance at the Oregon Heritage Conference in the amount of $400.00. PASSED
• Geri Sunderlin

you all.

New Business
• Michael Hafner agreed to coordinate with the Chamber of Commerce for the upcoming
Turkey Rama booth and display contracts
• The renewed Strategic Planning Committee is requesting mission statements from each
Subcommittee
• The Board is discussing the YCHS General Membership Meeting and its future.
• Pam Watts presented the BOD with a gift of $501.00 through the First Federal
Customer Ballot.

Carlene Kadell,

Meeting adjourned 6:44pm. Next Board Meeting is scheduled for April 11, 5:30pm

• Elden and Goldie
Nyquist
A warm welcome to
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Membership Coordinator

Respectfully submitted, Alex Botten, YCHS Secretary

Judy Turner her
e to say THAN
K YOU to all
the volunteers th
at help with Pion
eer Days! It
is the middle of
March and I al
ready have
90% of the posi
tions filled for ou
r May 2018
Pioneer School.
Pioneer Days is
ju
st another
awesome event th
To A One Room School House Near You
e YCHS provides
for our
community. Th
e 4th and 5th gr
ad
e students of Yamhil
l County study
th
he mission of the Education Committee for the Historical
e Oregon
Trail in school,
and Pioneer Day
Society is to engage, share, and demonstrate the history and
s
gives them
a five hour field
heritage of Yamhill County. To that end, we invite schools and
trip with hands
on experience through
homeschool students to visit our museum in McMinnville and experi14 different wor
k
st
ations.
ence history.
Workshops like
candle making,
co
vered
wagons, blacksm
ithing, music, sc
Pioneer Days, at the Heritage Center is an intricate part of the
hool houses,
quill pen writing
, hand sewing, le
Yamhill County Historical Society. The schools (public, private and
at
her work,
cross cut saw, co
homeschooled) from Yamhill County are our first priority to serve.
rn grinding, rope
making, draw knives
If we have any openings after mid-December a waiting list is created
, farming, and
fe
ed
ing of
for those who are outside our county. After the first of January
animals. A spec
ial THANK YO
those on the waiting list will be contacted in the order that made
U
to
Donn
Callaham for m
aking the boxes,
their request.
co
ntainers
and sacks that re
present the amou
nt
of food
and supplies th
Pioneer Days is designed with a focus on Oregon history, including
at were needed fo
r
th
e long
traveling the Oregon Trail and life on the Oregon farm for chiljourney across th
e Oregon Trail.
Pl
dren. It is offered during the fall and spring and is designed for
us
, Donn
does a lot of extr
a work at home
4th graders (9-10 year olds). We conduct a program that allows
to
h
elp the
students peel an
d chisel logs so
students to enjoy many of the activities children of 130 years
th
ey
can build
the log cabin.
ago experienced. Students attend Hutchcroft School—a one
room schoolhouse from the Yamhill Area that was moved to the
Thanks again,
Heritage Center—experience a 1880’s class and participate in
varied hands-on activities.
Judy Turner
This is a VOLUNTEER run program and activities can vary daily. Please contact Terry Nelson at tnelson.97128@yahoo.com for more
information and to schedule your students for a hands-on history lesson.

Pioneer Days Coming

T

“Class” being held in Hutchroft School

Students learning log construction

Students attending Pioneer Days
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CALENDAR of EVENTS

Visit our new website for a full

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS!
YamhillCountyHistory.org
6

Take a look and you can even
add your event to the calendar.

Yamhill County Historical Society &
Oregon Draft Horse Breeders Association

PRESENT

FARM FEST 2018

and Plowing Competition
Saturday, April 7, 2018, 10am-4pm
Yamhill Valley Heritage Center, McMinnville, Oregon
(Intersection of HWY 18 and Durham Lane)

Enjoy a day of family fun
& old-time farming activities!
Largest plowing competition on the West Coast
with draft horses & mules, Pioneer Kids’ Activities,
“Agriculture in Art” Photography Show,
Vendors, Exhibits, Food, Music, & More!
Opening Ceremonies - 10:00am
Demonstrations - 10:00 - 4:00pm
20+ Team Plowing Competition - 11:00 - 2:30pm
Parade of Teams and Awards - 3:00pm

For information visit: www.YamhillCountyHistory.org
email: events@YamhillCountyHistory.org or call: (503) 472-2842

Click or Call To Visit Your Yamhill County Historical Society
HISTORIC LAFAYETTE MUSEUM &
RESEARCH LIBRARY
605 Market Street, Lafayette, OR
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm
Or by appointment 503.864.2308

YAMHILL VALLEY
HERITAGE CENTER
11275 SW Durham Ln.
McMinnville, OR 97128
Friday & Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm

Mailing Address:
Yamhill County Historical Society
P.O. Box 484
Lafayette, OR 97127

www. YamhillCountyHistory.org ♦ Email: info@yamhillcountyhistory.org
volunteercoordinator@yamhillcountyhistory.org ♦ Facebook Group: yamhillcountyhistory.org
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Yamhill County Heritage Center
Restoration Committee Report — March 13, 2018
Projects done by Restorations include:
• Repair Troy Bilt pressure washer to run. Pressure washer was stored at
Lafayette and had not been used for several years. The carburetor was replaced, fresh gas was installed and the machine started up and ran.
• Additional work was done on the International 140, the tractor used to mow
the grounds at the Heritage Center. Repairs were made to the distributor to
return the tractor to running condition.
• The tractors to be included in the auction were moved to the Restoration shop
for display to potential buyers. Minor adjustments were required on several of
the tractors to prepare them for the auction.
• Repair the McCormick Deering model 10-20 that was sold at the auction to
run. Significant repairs were made to the carburetor, other adjustments were
made and the tractor ran very well.
• Finished work on a Farmall Cub to restore to running condition so it could be
included in the auction.
• Cleaned up some scrap metal that will be taken away to the recycler.
• Made some repairs to a lathe in the machine shop so the electrical breaker
doesn’t trip when the lathe is powered on.
• Completed building concrete forms in preparation for moving an air
compressor.
• Cleaned up a large brush pile.
• Cleaned and organized the gas house.
Frank Schurman (left) and Chuck Kadell
(right) working on YCHS’ 1925 Chevrolet

Chuck Kadell and Walt Stahlnecker
Co-Chairmen

Noon Rotary Club of McMinnville
turns

Heritage Center into 1920’s Speakeasy

A

“Roaring 20’s” fundraising event was held Saturday
February 24th at our Yamhill Valley Heritage Center.
Funds were raucously raised in support of Noon
Rotary Club of McMinnville programs, the Willamette Valley
Cancer Foundation and the Yamhill County Gospel Rescue
Mission. Over 150 people attended, including our own Ken
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Ken and Christy

Ginger

Moore, YCHS volunteer and member, and 1920’s beat cop
for this evening. Also spotted, dressed to the 9’s, was Ginger
Williams, one of our favorite singers at last years Farm Fest.
The night and the museum were filled with Jazz Music, The
McMinnville Dance Team, Theatrics Galore, all alongside
Yamhill County distilled whiskey and local food faire.

Attendees enjoying the festivities

Farm Fest (Cont. from page 1)

decades ago. You’ll see some amazing productivity and product come out of these shops.
The Steam Engine; that thing is just plain ol’
awesome.
In the Restoration Shop you’ll find the
Plowman’s Café. The Kelchner family will be
serving up hotdog, hamburgers and something
called the EMT Burger. If I remember correctly, this sandwich has about eight layers to
it. Just by chance, the Fire District EMT table
is also in the dining area. Live music, banjos,
fiddlers and folk singers will accompany your
dining experience. For desert, head over to the
Sweet Shoppe. Volunteers will have cookies,
cupcakes and pastry ready for you.
For the kids, or the kid in you, Cynthia
Christiansen and the Dance Team will be
donning 1800’s apparel and greet you at the
petting area. Lambs, goats and geese straight
from Cynthia’s farm will meet you there. There
will be farm-y games and educational activities
waiting for the young’ns as well.
You’ll know you’re in the right place when
the Allis Chalmers come to pick you up in the
parking lot for a ride through the First Federal
ticket booth and you get a warm Howdy from
you volunteer greeters. SEE YOU ALL AT
FARM FEST. IT IS THE DARN BEST.

VOLUNTEER

GREETERS, HOSTS AND
Volunteer
greeters, hosts
tour guides
TOUR
GUIDES
ARE and
NEEDED
are needed for the McMinnville Heritage Center and the Lafayette Miller M

Both sites are open to the public Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 10
Volunteers typically McMinnville
work the full shift
one day
per week
but some choose
Heritage
Center
and
or 3 days per week because
they
have
so
much
dang
fun.
the Lafayette Miller Museum both

volunteers.
If you would like to need
volunteer
at either site:
A) email your request to volunteercoordinator@yamhillcountyhistory.org
Cynthia Christiansen teaches B)
the children
Stop in any Wednesday
at the McMinnville
Heritage
If you would
like to volunteer
at Center between
of 10am and 4pm to inquire.
either site:
A) email
your at
request
C) Stop in any Wednesday,
Friday
or Saturday
the Lafayette Miller Mu
10am to 4pm and
for a volunteer application.
toask
volunteercoordinator@yamhillcountyhistory.org B) Stop in any
Wednesday at the McMinnville
Heritage Center between the
hours of 10am and 4pm to inquire.
C) Stop in any Wednesday, Friday
or Saturday at the Lafayette Miller
Museum from 10am to 4pm and
ask for a volunteer application.

Plowman’s Cafe — ready to serve

VOLUNTEERING
HAS NO AGE LIMIT!
Young or not-so-young,
we love our volunteers!

YCHS Heritage Center
hosts

F

YSWCD Native Plant Sale in March

or the second year in a row our YCHS Heritage
Center has partnered with the Yamhill Soil and Water
Conservation District and its Native Plant Sale. The
annual sale benefits YSWCD program like Miller Woods right
here in Mac. Miller Woods is a beautiful piece of Yamhill
County history and this program aims to preserve it in its
indigenous state while educating the public and our children
through outdoor classrooms and fieldtrips.
“This year was by far the best sale in many aspects in the history of the district’s twenty seven plus years of plant sales. We
Plants for sale
definitely are able to surpass what we had been able to offer,
beginning with the move of the sale to the YCHS Heritage
Center. What a terrific venue in so many ways; the size, the
location, and working with volunteers and staff of the center.
Thank you to everyone there for the great opportunity and all
you do to help make it possible.” said Julie Lorenzen, Office
Administrator for the YSWCD.

Sign at entrance to Miller Woods

Children enjoying at ride at the plant sale

Dave Rucker poses with a “friend”

9

E & O Report ((Cont. from page 3)

help spin yarn, see fabric being woven, treadle a spinning wheel, and touch different
fibers and fabrics. Outside Donn braved the elements with occasional relief fro the
rest of us. He was having kids notch logs and building our model log cabin.
The Volunteers at the Mid Winter Ag Fest in Rickreal were: Cynthia Christensen,
Chuck Rogers, Al Steinke, Gloria Lutz, Terry Nelson, Judy Strietzel, Beth Ann
Cronk, and Sarah Miller. Chuck did a wonderful looping 3-d presentation and the
rest of us manned the covered wagon and encampment ares. The rattle snake was
a lovely touch that Chuck provided. The weather was horrible so the numbers were
down from the previous year. There was also less signage and fewer vendors then
the previous two years. it is probably worth participating in again if we are invited.

Cynthia Christiansen and Sarah Miller

We agreed upon the purchase of a bow gate for use with our livestock panels—
these are also used at our events—to make it easier to bring animals in and out of
pens.
Currently we are getting ready for our role in Farm Fest.
Respectfully submitted by Cynthia Christensen 3/13/18

YCHS Volunteers
bring covered wagon to

M

Polk County AgFest

Chuck Rogers

embers of our YCHS Education and Outreach Committee have had
a busy couple of months. First they took our coveted covered wagon
to the State Capitol in Salem for Oregons 159th Birthday, and most
recently, the team took the wagon to AgFest in Rickreall. Overall, thousands of
Oregonians, mostly kids, came through the Yamhill County Historical Society
Booths and toured the wagon. Some members of this traveling road show team
included Cynthia Christiansen, Sarah Miller, Gloria Lutz, and Chuck and Sharon
Rogers brought in the 3D entertainment per usual. Great times, great education,
great outreach, GREAT PEOPLE.
Thanks E + O volunteers!

The YCHS wagon at the State Capitol

AgFest festivities

10 AgFest display
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Historic Poling Church
Lafayette Museum

Heritage Center
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FOUNDED: Yamhill County
Historical Society was founded in
1957 to encourage an appreciation
and understanding of the events,
customs, and traditions of the
Yamhill County community by
protecting, preserving and sharing
its history and heritage. The society
operates and maintains museums,
historical properties and research
facilities, advocates for preservation,
and presents educational and public
services in accordance with its
mission.
COLLECTIONS: Yamhill County
Historical Society’s collections
include genealogical materials,
letters and documents from the late
18th century on, documents from
schools, businesses, and other
community organizations, and well
over 5,000 photographic images.
The Lafayette Museum and
Heritage Center collections include
furnishings, household artifacts,

tools, agricultural and
manufacturing equipment, dairy,
logging and other transportation
vehicles, a steam engine, quilts,
textiles, historically significant
landscaping showcasing native
plants and other items that
illustrate the history of Yamhill
County.
FACILITIES: YCHS operates two
facilities: a museum and research
library, and the Heritage Center.
The Lafayette Museum and
Research Library contains the
historic Poling Church and log
cabin which house an exhibit hall
and research facility. The Heritage
Center includes a one-room
schoolhouse, exhibit hall, activities
building, blacksmith shop, sawmill,
space for educational programs,
meeting and event spaces. Both
locations are open year-round on a
regular schedule.

