Volume
12 1
Volume49,
49,Issue
Issue

DECEMBER2017
2017
JANUARY

The

West Side
The Newsletter and Journal of the Yamhill County Historical Society
The
Newsletter and Journal of the Yamhill County Historical Society
IN THIS ISSUE:

FirstHonorable
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An
Event
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ody of the article.

eterans Day weekend at the Heritage Center
was a success. Michael Palmer attended the
event and issues a note of thanks to Chuck
Hillestad, the YCHS President. Michael is the son
of Ned Palmer. Ned was a P.O.W. in WW II, had a
dairy farm east of Lafayette, and was the postmaster
in Dayton. Framed above a display case at the Poling
Museum is a copy of The News-Register military section article which details his harrowing experience.
(Cont. on page 7)

Welcoming our Vets — Photo credit for this
article:
Chuck
Rogers
and Theresa Bersteldorf
Photo
credit
or caption

Handmade Holidays at the Heritage Center

O

ur annual
Handmade
Holidays event
promises to be the best
ody of the article.
ever this year. Not only
are there handmade gifts
and vendors as far as
the eye can see, but the
Kelchner Kitchen will be
open for dining, silent
auctions, tree auctions,
raffle tickets, Ye Ol’ Sweet
Shoppe, carolers alongside
a player piano, and of
course Santa.

Continued on Page 9
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Sarah
and Christmas
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andMiller
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LOCATION:

Heritage
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Center
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Heritage
Center
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McMinnville

Hwy 18 & Durham Lane,
McMinnville
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Third Story Headline

B

Me, I’m not missing this
odybeofproud
the article.
one and I’ll
to
give locally handmade
gifts to friends and family.
Pretty sure I can get all my
Christmas shopping done
right here today. There’s
about 78 vendor booths
and Handmade Holidays!
(Cont. on page 2)
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There is other progress to report such as on the new highway sign. You might
have noticed the new metal structure along Hwy 22 at the SW corner of our HC
property. That is a windmill being erected which will hold our electronic sign
boards.
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If you have items to donate to the auction or ornament sales, drop them at the
Heritage Center on Wednesdays, Fridays or Saturdays before December 2.
If you would like to volunteer or have any other questions, call Karen at 503-4342189 or email volunteercoordinator@yamhillcountyhistory.org
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Photographic Project
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Jerry Tessman
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Vern Yeager
Treasures in the Attic
Pam Watts
Volunteer Committee
Dave Rucker
YCHS Genealogy
Louise Heindl

Membership YCHS Board Meeting Minutes
November 8, 2017		
News
Yamhill County
Historical Society
welcomes our newest
member since our
last newsletter….a
big welcome to Tyler
Anderson, our 99th
new member in 2017.
Thank you Tyler.
Just a reminder that
your 2018 membership
dues will be due January
1, 2018. Several of you
have already renewed
your membership and
we thank you for that.
It saves postage costs,
so feel free to pay your
2018 membership dues
at any time.
Also, if you can’t figure
out what to give your
friend, family member,
neighbor, anyone, this
holiday season, consider
giving the “Gift That
Keeps On Giving”….a
membership in our
organization. Members
receive our Newsletter
10 times a year, discounts on purchases of
books, etc., free admission to most events and
much more.
Thank you all for your
continued support this
year. Lets try for 100
new members in 2018!!
Carlene Kadell
Membership
Coordinator

Board Member
Charles Hillestad, President
Dave Rucker, Vice President
Todd Holt, Treasurer
Alex Botten, Secretary
Cliff Watts
Steve Leonard
Roy Carter
Tom Havens
Sarah Miller
Michael Hafner

Present

Absent

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Guest
Raylinda Price, BJ Barlow, and Jean
Sartor

X
X
X

Call to order
President Charles H. called the meeting
to order at 5:30 pm

Motion #1
Cliff W. moved and Steve L. seconded
to approve the previous minutes as
submitted.
Unanimous

Todd H. reported that a new laptop
computer was purchased for the Lafayette site, to replace a broken computer. The Genealogy
Society has agreed to start doing the cleaning of the Log Cabin and the Poling Church, YCHS
will provide the cleaning supplies. The new furnace will be inspected soon, to make sure everything is operating properly.
Sarah M. of the A&E committee said the Night at the Museum was a huge success, bringing in
approximately $500 in admissions and food sales. Roughly 400 people including volunteers came
to the event. This coming weekend is the Veterans Day celebration, and Michael H. will be presenting more vintage photos. A rack card has been created and is being edited in preparation for
printing. The committee would like to see more representation from Board members at the major
functions throughout the year.
Raylinda P. says rentals are booking as far ahead as May 2018. Rentals have seen dramatic
growth throughout the year.
Michael H. has received copies of the General Meeting videos from MCM and is posting them
on the YouTube page. The Facebook page has been getting more likes recently.
Dave R. of the Merchandise Committee has gathered all of the merchandise and now it is all in
one place at the H.C.
Cliff W. reported that the Accessions Committee has recently acquired three vehicles, a 1901
Oldsmobile replica, a 1909 Sears , and a 1927 Chevrolet. The Sears is on loan, and the other two
are owned by YCHS.
Dave R. and Cliff W. have been working together and have agreed that Cliff will be the H.C.
Volunteer Coordinator. They have developed a worksheet of approximately 25 items that a volunteer could do if they showed up. Lafayette also has a list of things a volunteer can help with.
The Election Committee has three people that will be on the upcoming ballot. Dave Rucker,
Walt Stahlnecker, and Jack Maxwell III. The Lafayette Ladies have offered to help stuff envelopes.
Reminder for all Board Members to pay their membership dues before the new year.
(Cont. on page 9)

CALENDAR of EVENTS
What’s Happening
at the Yamhill Valley Heritage Center
• Braids and Braves
Square Dance Lessons
Sunday Evening from 6-8
• Handmade Holiday Bazaar
December 2&3
• Winter Banquet for
Western Mennonite
December 9
• Gone to Pieces Quilting Guild
December 11
• Live Music at the Yamhill Valley
Heritage Center Museum
December 17

Visit our new Website for a full color
CALENDAR OF EVENTS!

YamhillCountyHistory.org
Take a look and you can even
add your event to the calendar.

Click or Call To Visit Your Yamhill County Historical Society
HISTORIC LAFAYETTE MUSEUM &
RESEARCH LIBRARY
605 Market Street, Lafayette, OR
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm
Or by appointment 503.864.2308

YAMHILL VALLEY
HERITAGE CENTER
11275 SW Durham Ln.
McMinnville, OR 97128
Friday & Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm

Mailing Address:
Yamhill County Historical Society
P.O. Box 484
Lafayette, OR 97127

www. YamhillCountyHistory.org ♦ Email: info@yamhillcountyhistory.org
volunteercoordinator@yamhillcountyhistory.org ♦ Facebook Group: yamhillcountyhistory.org

Veteran’s Event (cont. from page 1)

Following is the note received from Michael Palmer.
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Joanne Watts welcoming our Vets

Michael

Open Cabin

Cookies, Coffee and County History at the Miller Museum this December
There’s a song from a few years ago that starts “Marjorie, I’m always thinking of
you Marjorie…” Remember that one? Well, there are lots of Miller Museum friends
and volunteers that are going to me “thinking” of Marjorie Owens as she leaves the
museum and enjoys a well deserved retirement.
Yes, Marge was a volunteer, but that title barely scratches the surface of her history working within the Miller Museum in Lafayette. Marge opened and closed
the building three days a week for many years. Essentially opening the history
of Yamhill County for all to enjoy. No one tells a better version of the Lafayette
“gypsy curse” and tales of the Pioneer Cemetery than our Marge. Carrying on the
work started by Ruth Stoller; collecting County history and information, adding file
cabinets full ofCookies,
research
material,
andHistory
sharing
it M
with
others
Coffee
and County
at the
iller M
useumis Marge’s legacy.
“Open Cabin” this December

However, there remains at our Miller Museum, an outstanding, dedicated group of
volunteers ready and willing to carry on this tradition of education and preservation. We invite you all to stop in for cookies, coffee and County history. Share your
story and we’ll share ours with you. Marge will be at the museum along with the
rest of us for our Open House (or as we like to call it, our “Open Cabin”). Come
on over and maybe, just maybe, Marjorie with answer one more question for you.
There’s a song from a few years ago that starts “Marjorie, I’m always thinking of you Marjorie…”  Remember that
one?  Well, there are lots of Miller Museum friends and volunteers that are going to me “thinking” of Marjorie
Owens as she leaves the museum and enjoys a well deserved retirement.

Yes, Marge was a volunteer, but that title barely scratches the surface of her history working within the Miller
Museum in Lafayette.  Marge opened and closed the building three days a week for many years.  Essentially
opening the history of Yamhill County for all to enjoy.  No one tells a better version of the Lafayette “gypsy curse”
and tales of the Pioneer Cemetery than our Marge.  Carrying on the work started by Ruth Stoller; collecting County
history and information, adding file cabinets full of research material, and sharing it with others is Marge’s legacy.

However, there remains at our Miller Museum, an outstanding, dedicated group of volunteers ready and willing to
carry on this tradition of education and preservation.  We invite you all to stop in for cookies, coffee and County
history.  Share your story and we’ll share ours with you.  Marge will be at the museum along with the rest of us for
our Open House (or as we like to call it, our “Open Cabin”).  Come on over and maybe, just maybe, Marjorie with
answer one more question for you.
Open House at the Lafayette Miller Museum runs from December 18 to December 30, each Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday during the hours of 10am to 4pm in Lafayette.

Open House at the Lafayette Miller Museum
runs from December
18 to December 30,
each Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday during the
hours of 10am to 4pm
in Lafayette.

Where there’s
smoke there’s fire
starter lessons at Pioneer Days
— Co-written with Gloria Lutz

The mission of the Yamhill County
Historical Society Education
Committeee is to engage, share,
and demonstrate the history and
heritage of Yamhill County. To that
end, we invite schools and homeschool students to visit the Heritage
Center in McMinnville and one
of our premier programs Pioneer
Days.
Pioneer Days serves our public,
private and homeschooled students
from all corners of the Yamhill
County. This “living education
program” is designed with a focus
on history, including traveling the
Oregon Trail and a view of a child’s
life on the farm. We conduct a fun
program that allows students to
enjoy many of the activities children of 130 years ago experienced.
Students attend the Hutchcroft

Cookies, Coffee and County History at the Miller Museum

(Cont. on page 9)

2018 Yamhill County Historical Society Board of Directors Candidates
Election ballots for the YCHS open Board of Director positions will be mailed to all members this December. Please vote and
return your ballot as soon as possible.
Walt Stahlnecker
I was born in Newberg and raised on a Century Farm located between Newberg and
Carlton. I graduated from Newberg High School and attended Oregon State University.
During my high school years I worked on several farms in the Newberg area. I worked for
First Federal Saving in McMinnville for 40 years, retiring in 2015. Since retirement I have
volunteered at the Heritage Center on Wednesday work days. I am currently co-chairman
of the Shop/Restoration Committee. I also enjoy working in the saw mill, participating
in the Operations Committee and the Accessions Committee and helping out with other
projects at the Heritage Center. My other interests include playing Pickleball, taking care of
our home and 2 acres and participating in the Community Christmas Cantata Choirr. My
wife, Jan, is also active in YCHS as a member of the Activities and Events Committee.

Jack Maxwell III
I was born in Baker, Oregon but at just a few months old we moved to Newberg, Oregon.
I have lived in Yamhill County for thirty three years. I live in McMinnville with my wife
and best friend, Vickie Maxwell, and have 5 amazing children. I am currently the Agency
Branch Manager for American Family Insurance, Chairman of the Board for Provoking
WhereAmbassador
there’s smoke
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Yamhill County.  This “living education program” is designed with a focus on history, including
traveling the Oregon Trail and a view of a child’s life on the farm.  We conduct a fun program
Dave Rucker
that allows students to enjoy many of the activities children of 130 years ago experienced.
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Historical Society and the celebration of our heritage can be of service to the Society at
New this year to Pioneer Days is twelve fire starter kits, allowing students to learn how to buil
large.
one of the primary building blocks of the pioneer movement, fire.  This equipment and the ne

lesson plan has been a team effort with many dedicated YCHS volunteers involved with the
Blacksmith Shop gang as the ignitors.  Ike Bay started the ball rolling by donating the flint.  Mik
Beals made and donated the steel.  Rod and Judy Peterson made the bags for the kits, and Clif
Watts purchased the oakum.  Mike and Tim Duerfeldt taught the kids during Fall Pioneer Days
how to start fire the old fashion way.  A big THANK YOU to all those that made it happen.
Co-written with Gloria Lutz

Starter Lessons (cont. from page 7)

School, a one room schoolhouse moved from Yamhill to our Heritage
Center grounds. Children participate in hands on lessons in candlemaking,
woodworking, clothing washing and mending, leather work and music; all
dressed in 1880’s clothing.
New this year to Pioneer Days is twelve fire starter kits, allowing students
to learn how to build one of the primary building blocks of the pioneer
movement, fire. This equipment and the new lesson plan has been a team
effort with many dedicated YCHS volunteers involved with the Blacksmith
Shop gang as the ignitors. Ike Bay started the ball rolling by donating the
flint. Mike Beals made and donated the steel. Rod and Judy Peterson made the bags for the kits, and Cliff Watts purchased the
oakum. Mike and Tim Duerfeldt taught the kids during Fall Pioneer Days how to start fire the old fashion way. A big THANK
YOU to all those that made it happen.

Board Minutes (cont. from page 4)

Treasurer Report:
$6000 was taken in as restricted donations, for the purchase of the cars. Handmade Holidays has
already brought in around $1100. The Night at the Museum funds covered all of its expenses.
$6546.37 was donated for the sign project from an anonymous donor. Another donor will be
paying for the new tables (12) and chairs (150). Membership dues are starting to come in for 2018.
The O&M budget will be skewed this year due to the sign project, but it will be replenished in the
2018 budget.
President’s Report:
There are two Board positions that can be filled by appointment, a one year and a two year term.
There are a couple people in the works to possibly fill these positions. Roy C. has agreed to be
the Merchandising Committee chair. An interim Newsletter Editor has been secured by Dave R.
Unfinished Business:
• Cliff W. reported that the PA system is in at the H.C. and working and should be completed
soon. The Windmill Sign frame is going up this weekend, and should be completed by year
end.
• Gloria L. has received the reimbursement check for the broken I-Pad.
• There is a need to form a committee for the Poling Church, to make a recommendation on
how to proceed with it. Possibly publicize the need to help with the preservation.
Motion#2
Sarah M. moved and Cliff W. seconded to approve the committee reports.
Unanimous
Possible Business:
• It was agreed upon to have all interested Board members participate in a tour of the facilities
and collections. This will familiarize everyone with what the YCHS has to offer. And also an
orientation meeting for the new and old Board Members. The tour will be at 9:00 on January
13th.
Meeting adjourned at 6:32pm
Announcements:
Country Dancing: November 19 and December 17 at the H.C. 3–5pm
Board Meeting: December 13th at the Miller Museum at 5:30pm
Handmade Holiday Bazaar: December 2–3 at the H.C.
Veterans Day event: Nov 10–11th at the H.C. 10-3pm
General Meeting: Dec 10th at the H.C. at 1:00pm
Director Elections
Respectfully submitted,
Alex Botten, YCHS Secretary

Recap of A Night at the Museum

T

he Heritage Center can now “Rest In Peace”. The 2017 Night at the Museum event at
the Heritage Center Museum was a roaring success. Close to 500 visitors and volunteers
braved the spooky pre-Halloween evening to witness the Museum come to life. This
year, new scares were heard as additional elements were added to the Haunted Museum. Visitors
were treated to a new Virtual Reality adventure as well as the crowd favorites from last year. The
family friendly event boasted additional attendance and was touted as an amazing bargain at just
$5 per car load. Make plans to include this event in your Halloween plans for next year happening
October 27, 2018.

Volunteer
Photo Booth

In Celebration of our 60th Anniversary:
here’s a piece of our own YCHS history in the form of a 1998 newsletter.
All newsletters from
1972 to the current date
are available for free on
our YCHS website!
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FOUNDED: Yamhill County
Historical Society was founded in
1957 to encourage an appreciation
and understanding of the events,
customs, and traditions of the
Yamhill County community by
protecting, preserving and sharing
its history and heritage. The society
operates and maintains museums,
historical properties and research
facilities, advocates for preservation,
and presents educational and public
services in accordance with its
mission.
COLLECTIONS: Yamhill County
Historical Society’s collections
include genealogical materials,
letters and documents from the late
18th century on, documents from
schools, businesses, and other
community organizations, and well
over 5,000 photographic images.
The Lafayette Museum and
Heritage Center collections include
furnishings, household artifacts,

tools, agricultural and
manufacturing equipment, dairy,
logging and other transportation
vehicles, a steam engine, quilts,
textiles, historically significant
landscaping showcasing native
plants and other items that
illustrate the history of Yamhill
County.
FACILITIES: YCHS operates two
facilities: a museum and research
library, and the Heritage Center.
The Lafayette Museum and
Research Library contains the
historic Poling Church and log
cabin which house an exhibit hall
and research facility. The Heritage
Center includes a one-room
schoolhouse, exhibit hall, activities
building, blacksmith shop, sawmill,
space for educational programs,
meeting and event spaces. Both
locations are open year-round on a
regular schedule.

