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he idea was first floated three years ago that
the Antique Dempster windmill owned by
YCHS would make a great sign along Highway
18 to let the driving public know what YCHS was
doing. Then Treasurer Lewis put together a small
model of what it would look like. Waldo Farnham, a
long time member of the Heritage Center Operations
Committee, went to work finding out about large
video screen displays. In the meantime enough funds
were raised to have the working parts of the windmill
rebuilt to withstand our sometimes heavy winds. Vince
Haworth arranged for all the engineering so the windmill and sign could withstand 100 mile an hour winds.
Once the windmill was brought up to standard, it was
taken apart by the machine shop that did the work
so that it could be shipped to the Heritage Center.
The Restoration Shop volunteer crew, including Dale
ody of the article.
Turner, Chuck Kadell, Dan Bonifeld, Al Stankey and
others put it back together. With the mill ready and
the signs being built, Waldo Farnham went to work.
Waldo hauled the heavy metal tower to get it galvanized. He then brought it back to the Heritage Center
so it could be put together. Waldo then prepared the
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Sunday Jan. 14
DATE: DECEMBER 11,
2017 1–2:30pm
TIME:
1:30 pm Potluck,
PROGRAM:

2:00 pm Program
“Your Yamhill County”
PROGRAM:
Presented by local Holiday
historian
show
tell with Sarah Miller
Kory and
Knutz

LOCATION:
Waldo Farnham by the new sign

Continued on Page 9

will help construct the ADA concrete exit on
of theside
article.
theody
south
of the Heritage Hall Davison
Meeting Room. It is gravel now and is treacherous for
folks with disabilities to navigate in case of an emergency. The improved access will also allow easy entry
YCHS Board members accepting $5000.00
to the meeting room for those folks needing to bring
grant from County Commissioners for new
large objects through the double doors. Cliff Watts
ADA infrastructure at the Heritage Center.
has pointed out that people entering the room from
the South also track in mud and dirt from the outside now and the concrete area will greatly improve keeping the area clean. Cliff expects Operations Committee will put the project
Continued on Page 9
out for bids in the near future now that YCHS has funding for the project.
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Handmade Holidays subcommittee
are to be heartily congratulated for the
astonishing Christmas gift bazaar event held
in December. In addition to a great selection
of merchandise, it was noted that attendance,
sales and profitability were all not only up,
but dramatically so. The parking lot filled and
we were forced to park lots of attendee cars
across the street. All and all, both vendors and
customers seemed quite happy despite the cold
rain. Special thanks go to Tony Meeker, Chuck
Kadell and Walt Stahlnecker and their crew for
standing out in that downpour for long periods
directing traffic.

Oregon 97127
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Speaking of traffic, have you noticed the large brand new electronic highway sign
along the highway at the SW corner of our Heritage Center property? It is fully
operational now and is already proving very useful in pulling curious customers
in from the
highway
who might
thanks to Waldo
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discovering, protecting and promoting the colorful history of Yamhill County.
Preservation is an on going process. It never ends. So is educating everyone as to its
importance.
But, you don’t have to have a big checkbook to help out. There are plenty of volunteer time needs that must be filled. Greeters, docents, people mover drivers, cooks,
parking lot guides, mechanics, restorationists, archivists, seamstresses, teachers, merchandise sales, receptionists, set up and take down assistants, etc. All are jobs that
we need to fill at the Heritage Center and at the Lafayette site. And, we have some
special needs coming up in the new year. If you have unique professional skills or
training such as accountants, lawyers, contractors, engineers, architects, audio/video
technicians, computer specialists, copywriters, etc., we can always find ways to use
that special knowledge and experience you might have. Just contact our volunteer
coordinator Dave Rucker.
Welcome 2018 by a New Year’s Resolution to find time to both visit and help out at
the many projects the Historical Society is pursuing.
In the meantime, let’s all give thanks to some very hardworking outgoing directors
former president Steve Leonard and Heritage Center co-coordinator Cliff Watts who have each given truly great service to the Society for many years. You’ll still see
them around. Their terms as directors are just up for now and some new directors
are coming on board. Plus, our Vice President Dave Rucker is back for another
term. He is not only a great vice president, he is a great pitcher and team captain
for our vintage baseball team.
Charles Hillestad
YCHS President
503.687.1730
charleshillestad@cs.com
Submitted: December 15, 2017
Windmill (Cont. from page 1)

site, organized the construction of the concrete base and generally was the ram rod
that brought everything together to make the placement of the sign possible. There
were other hands involved of course that aren’t mentioned here and our thanks
go to them as well. We certainly thank all the donors that made all of this possible.
We have had great comments about the
sign and look forward to informing the
public about YCHS activities.

Steve Leonard inspects the windmill
Photos by Theresa Bersteldorf

Installation of the restored windmill

COMMITTEES

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Accessions — Lafayette
Ursula Doud
Accessions — Heritage Center
Dave Cruickshank
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Dale Turner
Budget
Todd Holt
Business Plan & Grant Review
Steve Leonard
Education Committee
Cynthia Christensen
Farm/Harvest Fest
Handmade Holidays
Karen Sitton-Saxberg
Heritage Center
Development & Operations
Tony Meeker
Insurance Committee
Tony Meeker
Merchndise Committee
Roy Carter
Lafayette Operations
Todd Holt
Lafayette Pioneer Cemetery
Todd Holt
Media Committee
Sarah Miller
Photographic Project
Tom Cattrall
Restoration — Heritage Center
Walt Stahlnecker
Sawmill
Jerry Tessman
Steam Engine
Vern Yeager
Treasures in the Attic
Pam Watts
Volunteer Committee
Dave Rucker
YCHS Genealogy
Louise Heindl

Board Meeting Minutes
Membership YCHS
December 13, 2017		
News
Board Member

Happy 2018
To All Of You!

Charles Hillestad, President
Dave Rucker, Vice President
Todd Holt, Treasurer
Alex Botten, Secretary
Cliff Watts
Steve Leonard
Roy Carter
Tom Havens
Sarah Miller
Michael Hafner

Present
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Absent

The following recap is a condensed
version of not-yet approved minutes
from the board meeting. All committee reports are filed in the record book
with the minutes at the Miller Museum,
Lafayette.

Please welcome our brand
new members
Guests
since our last newsletter:
Tony Meeker, Pam Watts and Jean
• Frank Maynard
Sartor.
• Tom and Shirley Rector
X
• Steve Pearson and
Lafayette Operations Committee
X
Report
NancyVanDore
X
Todd Holt reminded the board that it
• Rodney and Judy
is Marjorie Owens last month as a part
Pedersen
of
the
Miller
Museum
volunteer
crew
and
the
Museum
will
be honoring her with an open house
• Paul Dromgoole
from December 18 to the 31st. Also reported that the Pioneer Cemetery has received donations
for the new gate.
This makes a total of
104 brand new members
into the Yamhill County
Historical Society in 2017.
Please make these new
members feel welcome
and encourage them to
get involved. We can always use more volunteers.
A special thank you to all
of you who encouraged
your friends, family, neighbors, coworkers to join.
Lets try and do it again
this year.
Also, your DUES ARE
DUE…Please get your
dues paid as soon as
possible. I will be sending
out my usual reminder
letter this month. The less
I have to mail, the more
postage we have to pay.
Thanks and again, Happy
New Year to you all.
Carlene Kadell,
Membership Coordinator

Heritage Center Operations Committee Report
Tony Meeker presented the board with the 2018 budget proposal numbers for the Heritage
Center operations. The budget for the Heritage Center was approved by the board with an
amendment requiring a line item ledger of the 2018 operations debits and credits. The board also
approved a budget request for the purchase of new chairs for the YVHC.
Activities and Events Committee Report
Sarah Miller reported that the 9th annual Handmade Holidays event was attended at a record
level. The silent auction, vendor fees and food and hospitality also saw record levels of sales and
fundraising. Sarah Miller, as General Meeting Programs Coordinator, asks that we begin recruiting
for a new Program Coordinator for the near future. The Activities and Events 2018 budget, as
proposed by the A+E committee was approved by the board.
Education Committee Report
The 2018 budget as proposed by the Education Committee was approved.
Media Committee Report
The 2018 budget as proposed
by the Media Committee was
approved to continue existing
YCHS website services.
Elections Committee Report
Alex Botten reported that the
committee will count ballots
December 14 and the election results will be posted in the January
newsletter. Two appointment positions are available on the board
and the candidates are Pam Watts
and Peter Druckenmiller.
(Cont. on page 10)

CALENDAR of EVENTS

What’s happening at the Yamhill Valley Heritage Center
Braids and Braves Square Dance Lessons: Sunday Evening from 6-8
Gone to Pieces Quilting Guild: January 8
YCHS General Meeting: January 14
Yamhill County CERT and Yamhill County ARES Awards Banquet: January 20

Visit our new website for a
full color CALENDAR OF EVENTS!

YamhillCountyHistory.org
Take a look and you can even add
your event to the calendar.

Click or Call To Visit Your Yamhill County Historical Society
HISTORIC LAFAYETTE MUSEUM &
RESEARCH LIBRARY
605 Market Street, Lafayette, OR
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm
Or by appointment 503.864.2308

YAMHILL VALLEY
HERITAGE CENTER
11275 SW Durham Ln.
McMinnville, OR 97128
Friday & Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm

Mailing Address:
Yamhill County Historical Society
P.O. Box 484
Lafayette, OR 97127

www. YamhillCountyHistory.org ♦ Email: info@yamhillcountyhistory.org
volunteercoordinator@yamhillcountyhistory.org ♦ Facebook Group: yamhillcountyhistory.org

Miller Museum Lafayet

Oregon’s 159th BirthdayFeb
Celebration
10, 2018 10:00 am -

Experience Oregon’s Journey from Territory
to Statehood!
Experience
Oregon's Journey f

YCHS invites you to tour exhibits showca

Feb 10, 2018 | 10:00am–4:00
state, pm
experience a 3D pictorial adventure,

accepted.
Yamhill County Historical Society Miller Museum, Donations
Lafayette Oregon

YCHS invites you to tour exhibits showcasing pioneer life as Oregon became a state,
experience a 3D pictorial adventure, and partake in birthday cake and punch. Donations accepted.

McMinnville Grange #31
McMinnville Grange Hall celebrates 150 years

O

rganizing farmers is one of the purposes of the Grange. In its infancy, the
Grange members made clear the organization was not opposed to business but to the “tyranny of monopolies…excessive salaries, high rates of interest,
and exorbitant per cent profits in trade” as stated in the Declaration of Purposes. Co-ops
are a common thread that wave many successful ventures, but it also unraveled the
common bond in the early years. It was not a get rich scheme. The members stood
in defiance of the monopolies that had control of the railroads, rivers and most
means of transportation and storage.
In Oregon, the transportation rate was so high an editorial comment published in
the Oregonian in 1873 “With Ever bushel of wheat the farmer sends away he must send a
bushel and a half more to pay its way.” From this we can tell the stakes were high when
the farmers united and formed Granges. The opposing parties that stood to lose
the monopoly they enjoyed had capital and business knowledge. The Grange with
its new found organization of farmers was new to the field and open to the tactics
the monopolies had so
well ingrained to stay in
business.
The Grange members as
we have noted lost money
as they invested in co-ops.
Therefore, not only did
the Grange members
lobby for government
oversight or public
(Cont. on page 8)

What is the Grange?
A non-profit organization whose
roots are in agriculture. A fraternity
open to all regardless of age, sex,
race, religion, or political persuasion.
An advocate for rural American
that does not endorse, support, or
financially assist political parties
or candidates. A meeting place for
networking, fellowship, and fun. The
community Grange is the foundation
of the organization and serves your
needs, the needs of your family, and
the needs of your community.
You can easily become a part of one
of America’s volunteer, grassroots
organizations. The Grange is comprised of families and individuals
who share a common interest in
community involvement, agriculture,
and working together in a family
environment. Programs, projects
and activities offered in every local
Grange reflect the interests and
talents of its members with a special
focus on family activities.

Recap of Handmade Holiday Bazaar

T

he Holiday Spirit was felt by all at the 8th Annual Handmade Holiday Bazaar.
The event was a tremendous success with increased attendance from new
and returning visitors. The additional promotional reach of Facebook and
word or mouth gathered visitors from as far away as St. Helens, Oregon. Vendors
saw increased sales and comments were very favorable. Many have already signed up
to be vendors for 2018. First time visitors to the event and the museum expressed
an interest in returning for other museum activities happening throughout the year.
A huge thank you to all of those that supported this event with Silent Auction items
and for the support of all the numerous volunteers that helped with the setup and
activities during the 2-day event. We could not have done it without you!
The 9th Annual Handmade Holiday Bazaar is scheduled for December 1-2, 2018 – mark your calendars now.

Vendors and shoppers alike enjoy the bazaar
Grange (Cont. from page 7)

ownership to utilities and transportation such as the locks and
railroads, they invested in warehouses and boats to handle
their products.
McMinnville Grange, in their effort to form a warehouse
and relieve themselves of the excessive cost of storage and
tansportation, appointed a warehouse committee. In March
1887 Brother Hibbs who was on the warehouse committee
reported that a warehouse could be bought for twenty-seven
hundred dollars. Two parties were involved; one half wanted fifteen hundred dollars and the other half wanted twelve
hundred. Then the question of building a warehoue was
discussed by the Grange. Determinded to keep their options
open, the members agreed to send a committee of one to
Portland to lease ground from the railroad company for a
warehouse in McMinnville. A. J. Nelson was appointed to go
to Portland and negotiate for land to lease for a warehouse.
At the next meeting it was suggested that the committee sell
stock for the warehouse. If at all possible the stock was to
be secured in the Grange; if not enought stock can be sold
to Grange members, then they were given permission to sell
stock outside of the Grange.
A few weeks later, at the April meeting, Brother Hibbs
reported that no definite conclusion could be made about
the warehouse and the total amount of stock subscription
was $590.00. It was then decided to discharge the warehouse
committee and appoint a committee to look into renting a
warehouse.

It was a demanding project the Grange members took on, but
they did get their warehouse and McMinnville became one of
the key warehouses used by the Grange members. Another
key warehouse was located in Astoria.
Today, the McMinnville Grange is active. and thriving. The
basis of all the Grange does is based on American values and
hometown roots. Here you will find friendship with people
of good character, a family environment, fun, enjoyment,
leadership development and community service.
A lot of good times — and even a little romance — happens
every Friday night with dancing, live music with the County
Gents and a potluck. Stephen Cone and Gladys Pyne-Cone,
are one of many couples who found romance at the Grange.
They met there on May 2, 2014, and married May 2, 2015. A
year round Saturday Farmers Market featuring products from
local farmers and atisans and line dance lessons are just some
of the events that take place there. The Grange also serves as
an event rental venue.

Stephen Cone and Gladys Pine-Cone,
met at the Grange

Stephen and Gladys with Dave Rucker at
the Vintage Baseball Game

Board Minutes (Cont. from page 4)

Treasurer Report
Todd Holt reported that many business leaders have made recent donations and thanked Finishing Touch Concrete for their
contribution to the windmill sign and Hampton Lumber Mill for their contributions to Farm and Harvest Fest. AP Tech was
also shown appreciation for a full page YCHS promo in a News Register supplemental.
New Business
The board voted to update the criminal background check policy and add additional procedures in the near future.
New Board Members elected by the membership for 2018 are Jack Maxwell III and Walt Stahlnecker. Peter Druckenmiller
was appointed as board member for the 2018 term vacancy, pending a completed criminal background check. Directors term
expired are Steve Leonard and Cliff Watts.
Special thanks and applause for two valued members leaving the Board of Directors this term; Cliff Watts and Steve Leonard.
Their service and contribution to the YCHS recognized and their legacy with carry on.
Respectfully submitted,
Alex Botten, YCHS Secretary
(report summarized by YCHS VP)

Jack Maxwell

Walt Stahlnecker

Peter Druckenmiller

YCHS in Print

Left:
Ad in the
News-Register’s
Giving Guide,
thank you to
AP Tech for
their donation
of this ad.
Right:
YCHS
Newsletter cover
from 1976

Steve Leonard and Cliff Watts

YAMHILL COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Volunteer Opportunities with Yamhill County Historical Society
To find out about volunteering with the YCHS visit either of our museums during open hours. At the heritage center, ask for
Cliff, Tony or Raylinda. or contact Dave Rucker at volunteercoordinator@yamhillcountyhistory.org. You may also visit our
website volunteer page for a volunteer application. You may also visit our website volunteer page for a volunteer application.
LAFAYETTE MILLER MUSEUM
Museum Volunteers:
Any shift between the hours of 10am
and 4pm on days of operation — each
Wednesday, Friday or Saturday.
Duties may include opening the log cabin and Poling Church to the public, give
tours of the facilities and artifacts, help
guests look for historic documents and
family records, tend to the library, and/
or help with YCHS administration. This
is a fun and rewarding position working
with a great team of Society friends and
members.
POLLING CHURCH
“Save the Church.” Extensive work
is needed to preserve this historical
church, owned and operated by the
YCHS in Lafayette.

Experience with Yamhill County history and agriculture is helpful but not
mandatory. We are looking for folks
that like to talk to others about anything
Yamhill County and share our history
and heritage. Teams of two make it even
more fun.
Event Support:
The Heritage Center has event space for
rent for awards dinners, public and private meetings and birthdays. Volunteers
set up tables and chairs, AV, and before
the event and are on site during the
event for any assistance needed. Days
and hours are scheduled according to
group rental events but volunteers are
notified weeks and months in advance
of event date.

Equipment restoration will include tear
down of large agricultural machinery, replacement of parts, painting, and return
to working order.
Yamhill County Historical Societies
and Museums Coalition Chairperson:
Volunteers needed to help build the
coalition of Yamhill County Museum
volunteers and staff to further our
education and preservation mission
statement.
• Communicate with Historical Societies
of Sheridan, Willamina, Dayton etc
through group meetings, museum
tours and collaboration.
• Share exhibit space, volunteers, literature, speakers and programs.
• Lead Coalition of Historical Society
meeting once per month at the
Heritage Center.

Artifacts and Accessions:
Accessions volunteers are needed each
Duties may include contacting engineers Wednesday between the hours of 10 and
for preservation cost estimate, safety
4pm. Estimate value of donated items
YCHS Merchandise
standards, and other options for this his- and equipment. Clean, polish and preCommittee Members:
toric landmark. Engineering background pare donations for restoration or display. • Inventory and order established
is helpful but not required.
YCHS merchandise, tshirts, stickers,
Care for artifacts and equipment on
mugs, hats, etc for our YCHS gift
YAMHILL VALLEY
display.
shop.
HERITAGE CENTER
• Set up our Mercantile and gift shop
Museum Hosts and Docents:
Restoration and Maintenance:
during YCHS events.
Our museum in McMinnville is open to Restore neglected artifacts and equip• Sell YCHS merchandise, sign up new
the public and free of charge. Docents, ment to exhibit quality standard. Clean
society members and volunteers, and
Hosts, or Greeters are needed to keep
and maintain museum facilities, showdistribute YCHS literature at events
the museum open, greet guests from
room floor, exhibit hall and grounds.
such as Harvest Fest and Vintage
across the country, and provide a warm
Baseball games.
Yamhill County welcome to all.
Artifact and display restoration may
include smaller items such as quilts,
Winner of the
YCHS quilt raffle:
Any shift between the hours of 10am
clothing, toys, horse tack, dairy and lumPam Calderon, was
and 4pm on days of operation — each
ber industry clothing and tools.
delighted to receive the
handcrafted quilt specially
Wednesday, Friday or Saturday.
created for YCHS by
the the Gone to Pieces
Quilt Association.

Don’t forget to renew your 2018 membership

(January 1– December 31, 2018)
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Historic Poling Church
Lafayette Museum

Heritage Center

FOUNDED: Yamhill County
Historical Society was founded in
1957 to encourage an appreciation
and understanding of the events,
customs, and traditions of the
Yamhill County community by
protecting, preserving and sharing
its history and heritage. The society
operates and maintains museums,
historical properties and research
facilities, advocates for preservation,
and presents educational and public
services in accordance with its
mission.
COLLECTIONS: Yamhill County
Historical Society’s collections
include genealogical materials,
letters and documents from the late
18th century on, documents from
schools, businesses, and other
community organizations, and well
over 5,000 photographic images.
The Lafayette Museum and
Heritage Center collections include
furnishings, household artifacts,

tools, agricultural and
manufacturing equipment, dairy,
logging and other transportation
vehicles, a steam engine, quilts,
textiles, historically significant
landscaping showcasing native
plants and other items that
illustrate the history of Yamhill
County.
FACILITIES: YCHS operates two
facilities: a museum and research
library, and the Heritage Center.
The Lafayette Museum and
Research Library contains the
historic Poling Church and log
cabin which house an exhibit hall
and research facility. The Heritage
Center includes a one-room
schoolhouse, exhibit hall, activities
building, blacksmith shop, sawmill,
space for educational programs,
meeting and event spaces. Both
locations are open year-round on a
regular schedule.

