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engaged to protect, preserve and share the history and heritage of Yamhill County.

“Secrets of the Past” Presents it’s 2020 Debut
with Special Guest Speakers from Linfield

In This Issue:

Our first program of the new year brings us YCHS Board Member Lissa
Wadewitz and her husband Tom Mertes to present our latest installment of
SECRETS OF THE PAST at the Yamhill Valley Heritage Center. Lissa, a
native westerner and outdoor enthusiast, was thrilled to land a job in the
Pacific Northwest and has been captivated by McMinnville’s charms since
husband Tom and she moved to town four years ago. Lissa is currently the
Chair of the Linfield College History Department, and she is excited about
building connections between the college and the broader community. We’re
fortunate to have her land here with us and look forward to her rendition of
the Story of Women on the Oregon Frontier. Event is January 14, 6-7:30pm.
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Upcoming Events and Postings
Gibbs Schoolhouse Restoration
YCHS President’s Letter
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Committee Announcements and News
Volunteer and Member appreciation

2
3
4
6
7
8
9
10,11

Upcoming Events
for your Calendar




Secrets of the Past Presentation
The Tragic Case of a Frontier Oregon
Woman
Tuesday, January 14
6pm– 7:30pm
Oregon’s 161st Birthday Party
Saturday February 8
10am-4pm



Potluck and Presentation event
Sunday March 8
1pm– 2:30pm



YCHS Monthly Board of
Directors Meeting
(2nd Wednesday of each month)
January 8, 5:30pm Lafayette

All events take place at the
Yamhill Valley
Heritage Center Museum
unless otherwise noted
11275 SW Durham Lane,
McMinnville, Oregon, 97128
unless otherwise indicated
(at the intersection of Hwy18 and
Durham Lane)

Visit our new website for a full color Calendar of Events page
yamhillcountyhistory.org
Oregon’s 161st
Birthday Party!
Saturday
February 8
10am-4pm
Heritage Center
The month of February marks another Oregon
birthday! The Beaver State turns 161 years old
this year. Come Celebrate her with us on
Saturday February the 8th at the Heritage
Center.
Oregon was officially admitted into the Union in
1859 as the 33rd state. From our rushing rivers,
to the scenic coast and magnificent mountains,
Oregon has much to offer its residents and
we’re especially blessed here in Yamhill County.
Let’s come together in celebration and thanks.
YCHS members and visitors alike can come
enjoy birthday cake, music from The Old
Time Fiddlers from 1-3pm, and of course
share with one another our history and heritage.

Contact us:
Website: yamhillcountyhistory.org
Email: info@yamhillcountyhistory.org
FaceBook: Yamhill County Historical Society
Phone: 503-472-2842
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Preserving our Yamhill County History and Heritage...

Gibbs School, Yamhill County District #35
Restored as an Historic One Room School Museum
Submitted by Donna Jo King, November 2019

District #35 was established in the year 1858 in a log cabin on the Phillip Winters Donation
Land Claim. The Community first named the school Chehalem Mountain. It sits high on the
hill northeast of Newberg at Bell and Quarry Roads with a view of Mt. Hood to the East.
Around 1873 Oregon’s second Governor, Addison C. Gibbs, purchased the large home
which sits at the intersection of Bell and Mountain Home Roads. The school was renamed in
his honor. Not only was Gibbs instrumental in keeping Oregon in the Union in 1862, ; one
of his objectives while Governor was acquiring additional school lands to improve the
availability of education.
Gibbs School housed grades one through eight in one room, with one teacher. There were students attending from both
Yamhill and Washington Counties. Attendance was originally quite large until the Springbrook District #56 and Rex District
#88 were formed in 1889 and 1890. The attendance roster census varied from about 25 to 40 students at that time.
The Gibbs School House, and present building on site, was erected in 1886 and sits on the original location. It was never
converted for any other use. The one acre in which it rests was donated by John B. David from the former Greene C.
Rogers Donation Land Claim.
The Schoolyard, not having a playground or play structures, required students to invent their own recess curriculum,
including baseball, Annie over, jumprope, marbles tag, and foot races. Also absent from the grounds was a well; water was
carried from homes next door and an outhouse was on site.
In 1934, a gymnasium/auditorium was constructed by men of the community as a WPA (Works Project Administration)
project. In addition to school use, the Gibbs Dramatic Club put on well attended plays and community wide dances were
commonplace in the day. Wiring for electricity was installed in 1935 and by 1960 the Gibbs Auditorium had become a
central meeting place for community club meetings and gatherings.
Multi-use availability was partly due to the student enrollment decline at the time and the education system’s need for more
modern facilities like restrooms and running water. As Springbrrok District #56 was formed to suit this modernization,
Gibbs enrollment continued it’s decline and the class of 1947 graduated a single student. That student was Dean Tessman,
later to become an integral part of the Yamhill County Historical Society and a name well recognized for the Heritage Center
Tessman Sawmill.
In 1988, the Gibbs Community Club was granted permission to develop the Schoolhouse site. The 1989 school census
Records and Clerk books found their way to the Yamhill County Historical Society, were passed on to the Gibbs Club,
copied and inventoried, and then placed in the Lafayette Miller Museum for safe keeping.
Schoolhouse restoration by volunteers, including several alumni, took us until 2003. Love for, and memories of, the
alumni ‘s days at the little school lived large in the hearts of those volunteers.

Gibbs School District #35 prior to restoration circa 1990

The Gibbs Schoolhouse restored circa 2004
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PRESIDENTS LETTER
END OF THE YEAR, END OF A LONG PRESIDENCY
YCHS
COMMITTEES
Accessions - Lafayette
Open position
Accessions
Heritage Center
Dave Cruickshank
Activities and Events
Pam Watts
Blacksmith Shop
Dale Turner
Budget
Todd Holt
Business Planning
Open Position
Education Committee
Cynthia Christensen
Farm/Harvest Fest
General Committee
Handmade Holidays
Karen Sitton-Saxberg
Heritage Center
Development &
Operations
Tony Meeker
Insurance Committee:
Tony Meeker
Lafayette Operations
Todd Holt
Lafayette Pioneer
Cemetery
Todd Holt
Media Committee
Pam Watts
Merchandise
Committee
Carol Williams
Roy and Angela Carter
Photographic Project
Tom Cattrall
Restoration
Heritage Center
Walt Stahlnecker
and Chuck Kadell
Sawmill
Jerry Tessman
Steam Engine
Vern Yeager
Treasures in the Attic
Pam Watts
Volunteer Committee
Dave Rucker
Arlen Pounds
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Back in late 2016, I agreed to be President of the YCHS. Since then, I have been both
proud and humbled. Proud because of the many significant things we have
accomplished in that period. And humbled by how little of it was traceable to me and
how much was due directly to the hundreds of incredible individual volunteers we have.
Our Society was created and operates very much as “bottom up” organization as
opposed to a “top down” one. That is a good thing because the YCHS has gotten so
large with so many committees and activities that it could not possibly be run
exclusively by any one officer or even an entire board.
This is not to say the directors and officers don’t work long and hard throughout the year. It’s just that
there is so much to do, the small cadre with the name tags couldn’t possibly do the same job as well as the
hundreds of enthusiastic self starting volunteers do. Our untitled volunteers tend to see something that
needs to be done and they just do it. They don’t have to be told or tightly controlled. It is best to
encourage that sort of self reliance because that is how we get new things as well as keep what we already
do in good shape. The leadership, all volunteers themselves, of a large non-profit like this with almost no
employees at best spends its limited time offering guidance and assistance, shaping general policies,
seeking funding and trying to make sure nothing runs off the rails or gently putting it back on if it does.
I’d like to take this last opportunity as President to thank some specific individuals that were either helpful
to me personally or helped accomplish some particular task I cared a lot about. For instance, I would like
to single out Pam Watts for sharing the long hours spent finding our Events and Rentals Coordinator,
Raylinda Price, our only employee. If anyone thinks that is quick or easy, I invite them to participate when
we next seek an employee.
Pam was also a key in helping us get a new website created. That was one of my pet projects I wanted to
see completed. Pam played a major role in making it happen. Like finding Raylinda, it was more very long
hours researching and interviewing applicants for that project. Once we got a good website, first Michael
Hafner deserves praise for stepping in and agreeing to be the initial coordinator for it since none of the
rest of us seemed to know how and second Jack Maxwell III for ultimately finding ways to make it work
smoothly so that even the Luddites among us, like me, could use it. I loved their enthusiasm and
inventiveness too. Thanks guys. And while we are mentioning our media presence which is critical for our
success, Raylinda deserves high praise for making it 21st Century useful, getting us much better known to
the public and adding other social media to the mix in addition for her great PR work for the events.
Raylinda is a prize employee who can do it all. As her nominal supervisor, I am confident it would take
three people to replace her.
Tony Meeker, and his predecessor, Cliff Watts, as Chairpersons on the critically important Heritage Center
Operations Committee could make anyone look good. Installing new a kitchen, ADA access
improvements, insulation, lighting, the list of capital improvements is long over the past three years. Wow.
As Chair, they also had responsibility for all the various subcommittees such as the blacksmith shop, the
lumber mill, restorations, landscaping, etc. and not only helped those operate but provided smooth
coordination with Sarah Miller’s many wonderful Activities & Events Committee and Cynthia
Christensen’s extremely important Outreach Committee which included such matters important for our
future as Pioneer Days. Four superb creative people making the Society and its titular leaders look
excellent. Thanks for all that amazing hard work that I didn’t have to do.
I don’t have space to list all the other matters participated in as President; however, there is one in which I
was really delighted to see happen. I had long thought we needed more steam tractors. When the Chair of
the Steam Committee mentioned causally that they needed another one because there were so many new
members to that Committee who wanted rides, I said find one and put together a sales pitch to the Board
which I would help try to get it through. They already had a beautiful addition in mind and within about a
month, we owned a second historic clanking powerhouse capable of belching steam. They did all the
work, but I was really pleased to play a tiny role.
I want to express my deep appreciation as well to Steve Leonard, a Past President, who proved invaluable
as a mentor, confidant, and strategist. He was the institutional memory I sorely needed and was always
helpful when I called on him even after no longer being on the Board. I would be remiss unless I thanked
as well my fellow officers for the past three years. Our Treasurer, Todd Holt, and I disagreed on a lot of
things outside of preservation, but as to wanting to make the Society self sustaining for the future, we were
in lock step and perfect agreement. Alex Botten, our Secretary, was a treasure, so level headed, businesslike and reliable, that I always knew if he was involved, any problems would be solved. And finally, there is
no one that was more helpful, more friendly, and more generous with his assistance than VP Dave Rucker.
They each made it smooth going and successful, a nearly impossible task without them.
Continued next page...

Presidents Letter continued...

And, I have to give the Board as a whole a whole lot of thanks and kudos for their
Can Do attitude and agreeableness; especially to someone who was new to the
area, not even a member of the Society when initially approached and who knew
little of the County history at the time. They made meetings a pleasure to attend
and I have special thanks, among other things, for them getting us the electronic
billboard we have. I really wanted to see us getting one of those because I believed
it would make a big difference in our attendance at the museum. I love the fact
that they choose to mount it on a windmill in keeping with our Living History
mandate.
Disappointments? Yeah a few. I had really wished to have at least gotten
construction started on one of the several buildings we need to complete our
planned Pioneer Village. I really wished we had decided it was time to fund an
Executive Director. I really wished that we had gotten our improvements done for
access to and publicity for our Native Plant Garden. I really wished we had made
longer strides toward working together with the tribes to add a larger and
revitalized pre-European history component to our museum and missions. And
perhaps most importantly, at least to me, I wished that we had found a way to
purchase the Iron Horse that stands at our entrance. It’s a great piece of art and a perfect icon for
us. I’ll continue trying to work on those projects after my term ends.
There is one giant achievement which won’t be completed during my term of office. We have been
working on it for literally years, but hopefully there will be a major announcement within the
month. Tony and Cynthia have been playing key roles in that. I will leave it to the next President to
proudly list that as an accomplishment during his term. Stay tuned.

Charles Hillestad, soon to have the Board title of Past President
December 15, 2019
Board Meeting Minutes~ November 2019
All committee reports are filed in the Records book with the minutes at the Lafayette Site.
November 13, 2019
All Board Members in attendance, save Druckenmiller
Guests: Arlen Pounds, Raylinda Price, Lissa Wadewitz, Angela Carter, and Adam Standridge
Presidents Report:
Charles H. shared two separate News-Register articles with two Historical Society leaders, Michael
Hafner and Tony Meeker. Planning is underway for a January Board member orientation meeting.
Tentatively on January 25th at 9am.
Motion
Pam W. moved and Sarah M. seconded to authorize the Merchantile Committee $300 to order
merchandise. Passed Unanimous
Amendment to Motion
Stan P. moved and Dave R. seconded to amend Motion #3 to increase authorization up
to $500. Passed Unanimous
Motion
Sarah M. moved and Stan P. seconded to acknowledge a conflict-of-interest with Jack M., and to
authorize his company to screen print on volunteer t-shirts. Passed. Unanimous
New Business:
-It is time to renew our membership to the Oregon Festivals & Events Assn. It would mainly be a
resource for advertising and workshops.
-A discussion was started on fundraising for 2021, and what the next structure should be, a
Firehouse was suggested, and the possibility of recruiting local fire departments to volunteer. It
was agreed to have a meeting with more time to discuss options.
-An insurance claim was filed, a guest tripped and fell at the H.C.
Motion
Stan P. moved and Roy C. seconded to authorize $150 to join the Oregon Festivals & Events Assn.
Passed. Unanimous
Meeting adjourned at 6:42pm
Respectfully submitted, Alex Botten, YCHS Secretary
Edited for newsletter, Dave Rucker

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

President
Charles Hillestad(2019-2021)
503-687-1732
charleshillestad@cs.com
Vice President
Dave Rucker (2018-2020)
503-984-5799

drucker83@hotmail.com
Secretary
Alex Botten (2019-2021)

nwlogging@yahoo.com
Treasurer
Todd Holt (2019-2021)
503-714-4042

holtfarms@comcast.net
DIRECTORS
Roy Carter (2020-2022)
Jack Maxwell III (2018-2020)
Walt Stahlnecker (2018-2020)
Peter Druckenmiller (2019-2021)
Pam Watts (2018-2020)
Stan Primozich (2020-2022)
Arlen Pounds (2020-2022)
Lissa Wadewitz (2020-2022)
———————

COORDINATORS
Events and Rentals
Raylinda Price

Events@yamhillcountyhistory.org
Corresponding Secretary
Nancy Thornton
General Meetings Coordinator
Pam Watts
Heritage Brick &
Flagpole Coordinator
Carolyn Meeker
Heritage Center Operations
Tony Meeker
Heritage Center Landscaping
Julie Cox
IT Coordinator
Tom Cattrall
Lafayette Operations
Todd Holt
Membership Coordinator
Pam Watts
Outreach Coordinator
Cynthia Christensen
Pioneer Days Coordinator
Terry Nelson
Volunteer Coordinator
Dave Rucker
Website Administrator
Jack Maxwell III
Newsletter Editor

Dave Rucker
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Protecting our Yamhill County History and Heritage
Thanks To All For Your Service and Attendance at the YCHS Veterans Weekend Celebration
We’re grateful for yet another heartfelt Veteran’s weekend event and all those that make this possible. 2019 was a superior
celebration. Many stories and a range of emotions mixed with good food, good music, and great friends. Special thanks to
our own Joanne Watts for coordinating our guests and their wonderful exhibits.

Thank you for sharing with us:
Mel and Debbie Kelchner, providing free lunch for any Vet walking through our Heritage Center doors.
The Daughters of the American Revolution, always an amazing display and a Vet’s Day Parade participant.
Colonels Carol and Larry Brown, Grand Marshalls of the McMinnville Veteran’s Day Parade.
Women’s Right to Vote 100 Year Group.
The American Legion Auxiliary for your display and as a parade entry.
Iwo Jima exhibitors and parade participant.
Julie Amen and her Rosie the Riveter table front and center.
The Band of Brothers exhibit led by Stan DeStankaski and Brothers
Jerry and the Veteran’s Service Office of Yamhill County.
The Camp Adair Historical Society coming in from Corvallis.
Hank Weibel bringing back his comprehensive private collection of memorabilia.
The private collection and memories exhibit with Bob and Donna Fisher.
Disabled American Veterans
The Old Time Fiddlers for entertaining the troops.
Your YCHS Activities and Events Committee.

YCHS volunteers in service
Ken Rogers, Bob Roggers and
Gladys Pyne-Cone, enjoying the
Kelchner Kitchen

Vets Day Parade Grande Marshalls
Colonel Larry Brown and
Colonel Carol Brown
Seated in front– Joanne Watts, DAR

The collection of Bob and Donna Fisher-seated

Hank Weibel sharing his collection with Yamhill County Youth
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Sharing our Yamhill County History and Heritage...
Handmade Holidays a Grand Success for YCHS and the Christmas Spirit
Overall the event was very successful. Vendors, patrons and volunteers all expressed that they had an enjoyable time, with many vendors
saying that their revenue was better than at any other event they have been a part of. We had a tremendous vendor response this year.
We were able to accommodate 52 vendors at this year’s event and additional potential vendors were placed on a waiting list.
Even though there was not a specific headcount for the event, an overall revenue increase, overflow of parking, increases in the amount
of food and cookies sold, all point to an increase in attendance in comparison to 2018.
New members were signed up at the event as well as several current members who took the opportunity to renew their membership.
The YCHS Mercantile did very well this year and we are all looking forward to the new items being purchased to sell at future events.
Handmade Holidays was a great way to close out our 2019 Event season. Many thanks go to the tremendous outpouring of volunteer
hours by Karen Sitton-Saxberg and the large crew of volunteers that made this event possible

Some of our Handmade Holiday Vendors and Volunteers Voices...
Katie Baker (pictured on left) - 6 year YCHS Volunteer
“What I like best is the community of volunteers and their passion for
educating and engaging the public in all things Yamhill County, both our
history and our heritage.”
Pat Angland (middle) - Multiple year YCHS Volunteer
“What I like is the Can-Do attitude of my fellow volunteers. Whatever
the project, our people are open to cooperating with one another for the
betterment of the organization.”
Daysha Hafner (right) - 3 year YCHS Volunteer
“I enjoy volunteering because I have made so many friends, learned a
great deal about our Yamhill County History, and it’s inspiring to see
how passionate everyone is about continuing the traditions of those that
came before us.
Dan Bowyer (seated) - Vendor: Dan’s Metal Art,
Volunteer and Instructor at YCHS Blacksmith Shop
“ I have been creating blacksmith metal art for roughly 6 years. I
have been a YCHS Blacksmith for around 5 years. As a YCHS
volunteer and member of the NW Blacksmith Association, my
goal is to pass these blacksmithing skills to the next generation. I
demonstrate with anvil and forge and hammer in hand during the
YCHS Farm Fest and Harvest Fest. I helped Ike Bay get a
training program started at the Heritage Center to build skills
within our volunteer ranks. I try to spend Saturday mornings
here at the shop with our core group, helping our team to build
forges and get set up in their own home shop; passing on their
mastery to younger members of family and friends.”
Visit DANBOWYER@YAHOO.COM
Sawyer Birman, Age 9 - Vendor: Sawyers Silly Soaps,
Handmade Holiday Vendor since Age 8
Our youngest vendor, Sawyer is quickly becoming one of the Yamhill County Historical Society Team; helping
with our Annual Quilt Raffle at this year’s event.
Says Sawyer’s Mother, “Sawyer started his soap business two years ago when he got a small
soap making kit for his birthday. Instantly inspired by this historic craft, Sawyer started
making soap in his free time; the kid just loved making soap! He was making so much soap
that he decided to start a business so he could share his gift with others.
Sawyer loves using his creativity to make unique soap. It’s fun to come up with different
scents, colors, and shapes.”
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Announcements From Your Committees and Coordinators...
News from Ye Olde Mercantile
Stop in and check out the changes in our Merchantile store. A
selection of t-shirts have been reduced in price. They are now
$8.00. We have reduced the price of some of our hats to
$10.00, and all of our onesies are now only $3.00. We have
several new items and plan on gathering more. For instance,
we now carry Lincoln Log Kits, the books titles have
increased, thanks to a transfer from Lafayette. We are excited
about some new t-shirt styles and several other options we
are considering. Our focus now is incorporating history
related items. Hope to see you soon.
Carol Williams, Merchandise Committee

The Activities and Events
Committee Congratulates

Angela Carter
2019 Raffle Winner

Election Committee Announces
2020 Board of Director Ballot Results

Our annual quilt raffle ticket was
drawn at 4pm as Handmade Holidays
closed December the 8th. With
Sawyer Birman and Sarah Miller in
attendance, our own Angela Carter
had the luck of the draw today.
We’re all excited to see what our
2020 raffles have to offer!

Welcome newly elected Board Directors Arlen Pounds (pictured right and Lissa Wadewitz
(pictured left). These Board Members will begin their three year term of office January 1,
2020. We know these two will be great representatives of our membership and they both
have the background, community connection, and passion to fill the role.
Glad to have you on the team Lissa and Arlen!
Current YCHS Board Member Stan Primozich (photo right) has officially been elected
to the Board of Directors after completing his very successful term as an appointed
member filling a vacancy last year. Stan is obviously a great asset to the YCHS Board
and we’re lucky to have him with us.
Roy Carter (photo left) has been elected to a second term on the Board and we couldn’t
be happier. Roy represents generations of family history here in Yamhill County. You’ll
find him an excellent representative of your Yamhill County roots as well.
Two Board members leave us at the end of 2019. WE THANK YOU BOTH!
Sarah Miller (pictured left) has been a staple at both the Heritage Center and the
Lafayette Museum. We always counted on Sarah to organize events but also show up in
full period dress. Sarah proved to be a great representative of the Newberg Area in all
she did. We will miss her leadership but know she will still be an active participant
where time allows.
Michael Hafner (pictured right) proves his knowledge of Yamhill County history
regularly; cataloging historical documents, filing historic reference materials, and
digitizing images that are of great importance to our historical records. Michael
represents our mission of Protection and Preservation of YC History and we look
forward to his continued work with the YCHS.
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Yamhill County Historical Work Sometimes Goes Unseen, but Never Unappreciated
A forgotten addition to the Pioneer School Wagon
Presentations featured in the November 2019 issue:

We remember fondly Ray Kauer and his foreman Juan as
the principal drivers for the wagon when it was being
towed around to all the schools in those early days. Here
are several pictures of Ray helping with the covered
wagon. He was the main driver when we had to take it
out. These pictures are from a Christmas parade we did
for a couple of years with the wagon.
At its completion, the wagon began making regular trips
to the schools of Yamhill County, being transported on
an open flatbed trailer pulled by a pickup truck. From
November, 1992 to October 1993, the wagon visited
some 30 schools and participated in 15 community
events.
The Kelchner Kitchen in action...

What would our Yamhill County Historical Society events be with out the food? Lacking. Sorely lacking. Turns out, not
only do we have food and meals available at every single event, but it’s amazingly great food. All thanks to Mel and
Debbie Kelchner with their team of family and friends alongside. Whether it’s the Plowman’s Café and Farm Fest, the
Christmas Café at Handmade Holidays, free burgers for Vetson Veterans Day, or just hotdogs out in the Vintage Baseball
field, you can taste their dedication to service work and care for the YCHS and all it’s members and volunteers. Thanks is
not enough Kelchner Family!!

Past Presidents Charles Hillestad and
Steve Leonard, proving you can take
the boy out of the YCHS but you can’t
take the YCHS out of the boy. They’re
both still great inspiration, teachers
and mentors and representatives of the
Society at large.

Carol Williams - Merchandise
Committee and Ye Olde
Mercantile Clerk. She strikes an
amazing balance between
education, preservation and
fundraising.

Raylinda Price and Tony Meeker;
representing Dayton and Amity. These
two are amazing and they never stop
working to further our YCHS mission– so
when I get a photo of them stopped, even
for a second, I take it.
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YCHS Membership Services
now available online

Welcome to our newest members
since our last newsletter...
Carol Bacon
Jack & Chi Beamer
Catherine Blosser & Terrence Dolan
Mark & Shelley Houston
Matt Meiner & Molly Hitchen
Rhonda Donnelly Nichols
Sandy Thornton
Richard Tryon
Lissa Wadewitz
Ike & Kathy Bay
Don & Barbara Born
Margaret Cross
Sally Godard
Kent Phillips
Membership questions or comments: Contact
out Membership Coordinator

Pam Watts at
membership@yamhillcountyhistory.org

Blacksmithing classes are now
available at the Heritage Center!
“Fun in the Forge” with our team of
Blacksmiths crafting everything from nails to
forks to old timey dinner chimes. See the
flyer for further details and how to enroll...
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Thanks to our new Website Administrator Jack Maxwell III,
your Historical Society now has a brand new, active and live,
YCHS website.
This site can process your membership renewal and sign on
your family and friends as new members. Go to the YCHS
website and click on “join” or follow the link below to renew
your membership or become a new member online.
https://yamhillcountyhistory.org/about-us/join-today/

RETURN THIS ENTIRE FORM WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES

Page 11

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #103
McMinnville, Oregon
97128

P.O. Box 484
Lafayette, Oregon 97127
Dated Material
Return Service Requested

Yamhill County
Historical Society

FOUNDED: Yamhill County Historical Society was founded in 1957 to encourage an
appreciation and understanding of the events, customs, and traditions of the Yamhill County
community by protecting, preserving and sharing its history and heritage. The society operates
and maintains museums, historical properties and research facilities, advocates for preservation,
and presents educational and public services in accordance with its mission.

COLLECTIONS: Yamhill County Historical Society’s collections include genealogical
materials, letters and documents from the late 18th century on, documents from schools,
businesses, and other community organizations, and well over 5,000 photographic images. The
Lafayette Museum and Heritage Center collections include furnishings, household artifacts, tools,
agricultural and manufacturing equipment, dairy, logging and other transportation vehicles, a
steam engine, quilts, textiles, historically significant landscaping showcasing native plants and
other items that illustrate the history of Yamhill County.

FACILITIES: YCHS operates two facilities: a museum and research library, and the Heritage
The Heritage Center
11275 SW Durham Lane,
McMinnville Oregon

Center. The Lafayette Museum and Research Library is the Miller Log Cabin which houses an
exhibit hall and research facility. The Heritage Center includes a one-room schoolhouse, exhibit
hall, activities building, blacksmith shop, sawmill, space for educational programs, meeting and
event spaces. Both locations are open year-round.
LAFAYETTE
MUSEUM & RESEARCH
LIBRARY

The Miller Museum
Market Street in Lafayette

605 Market Street,
Lafayette, OR 97127
By Appointment
503-864-2308

YAMHILL VALLEY
HERITAGE
CENTER & MUSEUM
11275 SW Durham Ln.
McMinnville, OR 97128
Wenesday, Friday & Saturday
10:00am-4:00pm

