October 2007

The

West Side

Newsletter and Journal of the Yamhill County Historical Society

From Your President

YCHS Loses Long-Time Volunteer
Annita Linscheid

Historic Lafayette Site
Volunteers in Lafayette continue to receive donations, preserve items and keep the Museum shiny and clean. It takes a lot of work to
accomplish these tasks. Recently people from out
of state came to research their family. Our volunteers were knowledgeable and helpful in assisting
them with their research.
D. Hoisington / YCHS

Dear Members & Friends,
As this issue of the newsletter goes to press, I
will be in Kentucky visiting my daughter, granddaughter and great-granddaughter. Having never
traveled to the east, this will allow many new experiences. Fulton County Illinois was the home
of many of my ancestors. We will be wandering
around grave yards and historical societies looking
for records of these relatives. My daughter has
already researched some, so we know where to
look. Isn’t it amazing how important some of
these “old bones” become to future generations?
That is one of the reasons it is necessary to keep
records and see to it that they are on file for others to find.
Change is hard to come by for societies, but
some times if treated properly, it can become a
learning process and we can all gain.
Looking forward to seeing you at the October
meeting.
Sincerely, Shirley

September Happenings

Marjorie Owens assists Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Williams with
their research at the Log Cabin.(See more photos, page 4.)

D. Hoisington / YCHS

Linscheid Family Photo

Durham Lane Site
Busy is the word that describes the progress at the new site. How exciting to see the
months and years of planning being realized! See
the Executive Director’s Log for further updates.

A loyal and hardworking volunteer, Annita
Linschedi died in September from natural
causes. She spent many hours at the Lafayette
site doing valuable work. Her dedication to the
Society will be missed. Our thoughts go out to
her husband, Dan, and her entire family.
The Yamhill County Historical Society is a nonprofit tax exempt educational and public service
Corporation established to protect, preserve and share the history and heritage of Yamhill County
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Newsletter Committee Forming
The West Side newsletter is created with input from many people including
writers, photographers, volunteers, and more. Dan Linscheid recently resigned his
position as our editor, and we will truly miss him. We are forming a Newsletter
Committee, which will consist of an editor, proof readers, writers, and photographers. Our Executive Director has kindly offered to do the layout work; however,
if you have computer and newsletter experience and you are interested in joining
the newsletter committee we would love to hear from you! Working as a team, we
can lighten the deadline load and mail the newsletter out to you, our Members in a
timely fashion. We publish our newsletter monthly during the school year, and once
during the summer, printing a total of ten issues annually. The newsletter is a wonderful opportunity for individuals with creative talents! If you are interested, or
know of someone who might be, please contact Katherine (503-472.5130, ychsdirector@onlinemac.com) or Shirley (503-434-0567, shirley@onlinemac.com).

Colin Armstrong ‘08
472.6489

Dennis Hoisington ‘09
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Eileen Lewis ‘10
835-7531
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Vacant

Newsletter Editor

Tonia Beebe

Membership Information
Welcome new members Marcia Rau, Dick and Helen Wood, Elizabeth Rhode, Marcia Mikesh, Victor and Theresa Berthelsdorf, Daryl and
Cynthia Nelson, and Robert Pittenger.
We also welcome Friends Donna Hulett, Dr. and Mrs. Paul Howard, Anne and Donn Williams, Tom and Jean Meicho, and Steve and
Kathleen Bernards.

472-6757

Car Pool Coordinator

Joanne Watts
835-5893

Librarian

Jean Sartor
472-6312

Executive Director

Supporters joining the Society include Del and Jessie Ellis, Larry
and Lois Christenson, Ron and Linda Davison, Tom and Sue Davison,
Mary Stern and Jeb Bladine.
Haworth Inc. also joined this month as a Community Benefactor!

Katherine Huit
472-5130

Historic Lafayette Site
605 Market Street / PO Box 484
Lafayette OR 97127
Phone: 864-2308
yamhillhistory@onlinemac.com
Museum Hours:

October thru May:

Wednesday & Saturday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Or by appointment
Durham Lane Site
11275 SW Durham Lane
McMinnville, OR 97128
ychsdirector@onlinemac.com

Thank you to all of our Members!
Are you planning to be away for a few weeks on vacation or a business trip? Please notify Membership Chair Gloria Lutz if you need to have
your mail forwarded to another location during your time away. The Post
Office will not forward our newsletters. They return them to us and we
have to pay additional postage. Gloria can also hold your newsletters and
send them to you upon your return home. Don’t miss an issue! Call or
write Gloria today: 503-472-7563 or glutz@onlinemac.com.

Office Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday, 9 - 5
© 2007 YCHS
Tax ID # 23-7090047

Websites: http//sites.onlinemac.com/history OR historic photos: www.co.yamhill.or.us
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By Sue Sherman
General Philip Sheridan became a force that perfectly complemented General Ulysses S. Grant's style of command during the War of Secession. As Grant evolved in command he became a brilliant strategist. He worked
around the clock collecting information and developing battle plans that would offset the brilliant Robert E. Lee,
who was a successful and innovative defensive strategist.
The panorama of the War of Secession unfolded with dizzying speed once it became official. For years the growing nation had been at war with itself as the developing territories were determining whether they would join the Union as a free or a slave state.
Considering the life of General Sheridan during the War years it is helpful to remember the fast pace of the War
as Sheridan was renowned for his ability to think fast and somehow devise plans that worked once a battle was underway. Being cautious and deliberate was Grant's gift; Sheridan's gift was to sense what the enemy might do and
successfully counter their effort as fast as the enemy developed their plan. The fast pace of the political developments during the war required decisive action and Sheridan delivered.
At a time in history when there were no airplanes or satellites to supply photos of troop movements, and no radios or telephones to exchange information, the War was a maze of misdirected communications that were too late,
misinterpreted, or lost when couriers were killed. Telegraph lines were cut as fast as they could be connected. It was
said of Sheridan, however, that he had the best intelligence of any commander on both sides of the War. Perhaps
this helped him in his seemingly split decisions that seemed to provide the answer necessary to win a battle.
Below are some of the pivotal dates that help establish a backdrop of the events of the time. They show how fast
the nation was forced to manage the historic changes that resulted from the War of Secession. When the southern
states chose to withdraw from the nation and opened fire on Fort Sumter, the result was a war to decide the issues
that divided the nation. Resolving the differences peacefully within the framework of the Constitution was no
longer possible.
December 20, 1860: South Carolina secedes. In only two
months time, six more states secede.
February 9, 1861: Confederate States of America organized.
March 4, 1961: President Lincoln sworn into office.
April 12, 1861: Fort Sumter fired on by Confederate forces
officially beginning the Civil War.
April 17, 1861: Virginia secedes; within five weeks three
more states join the Confederacy.
July 21, 1861: The First Battle of Bull Run with the Union
sustaining a devastating defeat.
April 6 and 7, 1862: A surprise attack against Ulysses S.
Grant at Shiloh. 13,000 Union and 10,000 Confederate soldiers killed, more men than in all previous American battles
combined.
June 1, 1862: Robert E. Lee replaces Johnston as commander of the Army of Northern Virginia.
June 25 - July 1, 1862: In the Seven Days Battle, Lee forces
McClellan to withdraw toward Washington.
August 29 and 30, 1862: The Second Battle of Bull Run.
September 17, 1862: The Battle of Antietam - the bloodiest
day in US military history to date as 26,000 soldiers died,
were wounded, or missing.
January 1, 1863: President Lincoln issues his Emancipation
Proclamation, freeing all slaves and allowing for African
American soldiers in the Army of the Potomac.

January 29, 1863: General Grant placed in command of the
Army of the West.
June 28, 1863: George Meade becomes the 5th commander
of the Army in less than a year.
July 1 - 3, 1863: Lee defeated at Gettysburg.
July 4, 1863: Vicksburg surrenders to General Grant.
September 19 and 20, 1863: The Confederates win a decisive victory at Chickamauga.
November 19, 1863: Lincoln delivers Gettysburg Address.
November 23 - 25, 1863: Grant ends siege of Chattanooga.
March 9, 1864: Lincoln appoints Grant to command all
armies of the Union.
June 3, 1864: Grant makes worst military mistake of career
at Cold Harbor; 7,000 Union soldiers die in 20 minutes.
September 2, 1864: Sherman captures Atlanta.
October 19, 1864: Sheridan leads a decisive victory at Cedar
Creek and energizes the Northern States.
December 21, 1864: Sherman reaches Savannah leaving
behind a 300 mile barren swath sixty miles wide.
January 31, 1865: Congress approves the Thirteenth
Amendment to the US Constitution, abolishing slavery.
April 2, 1865: Grant forces Lee to evacuate Petersburg and
Richmond.
April 9, 1865: Lee surrenders at Appomattox.
April 14, 1865: President Lincoln shot and dies the next day.

The price of the War of Secession in loss of life: Over 620,000 soldiers died; twice as many soldiers died of disease as those lost in battle; 50,000 soldiers went home as amputees.
It is almost impossible to grasp the depth of the changes brought about by President Lincoln, General Grant,
General Sheridan, and General Sherman by reading such a short list of battles and events. Slavery was to be banished
from the civilized world. Warfare changed dramatically from its traditional methods during these four years, and one
of those who led that change was General Philip Sheridan.
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Fall has definitely arrived with its Earth-hugging fog in the morning and the crisp cool afternoons. I’ve
noticed the ‘changing of the guard’ in the local bird population as our summer friends migrate south and
the ‘locals’ step up their foraging activity for the coming winter months ahead. All of our feathered friends
have been very busy harvesting the bounty of berries and grain and visiting the garden to sample vegetables
left on the vine. Soon, the giant pumpkin will evolve into a jack-o-lantern with a great big toothy smile to
greet little goblins at our front porch! I love fall and the changes it brings . . .
K. Huit / YCHS

Haworth Inc. crew places the steel trusses and beams for 10,000 square foot
restoration and maintenance shop at the new site (above). Vince Haworth
and crew member display the new sign for our Durham Lane site (below).
K. Huit / YCHS

Speaking of change, looking out the
small window of the Society’s on-site
office I see the framework of our new
restoration and machine shop coming
together! The Haworth Inc. team is
busy placing the John Deere green steel
beams in the 10,000 square foot area at
the east end of the new agriculture and
timber building, which will soon house
tractors, combines, and other historic
equipment once used in Yamhill
County agricultural enterprises. Visitors
to the new site will soon be greeted by a
sign announcing the site as the new location of our future Museum! Created
and delivered to the site by Vince Haworth, the sign will announce our architects, engineers and general contract,
plus give special thanks to our contributors. Thank you Vince!

This is truly a very exciting time to
be a part of YCHS . . . The Events
Committee met recently to begin planning next year’s agriculture activities.
Mark your calendars for Farm Fest,
April 12 & 13, 2008, when we will plant
crops of oats, wheat and barley. We will
build this event slowly, adding components of different educational demonstrations and exhibits over time, and
hope to have demonstrations spanning
early agriculture practices through today
and feature Native American, horse
drawn and mechanized methods. We
have also set the dates for our harvest event in the fall: August 16 & 17. We have heard from a few members interested in our expanding programs and the committees involved. If you are interested in becoming
an active participant in planning upcoming events and/or exhibits, let us know by calling (503.472.5130) or
emailing (ychsdirector@onlinemac.com).
Since I last wrote, we have received a few more donations, including a wonderful gunnysack collection from Don and Donna Jo King, featuring grain sacks from Buchanan Cellars and small five-pound
bags formerly used for locally grown walnuts. Ray Anessi donated a fabulous HP LaserJet IV plus printer,
which promptly went to work in the Durham Lane site office. Thank you so much to our donors!
(continued on page 4)
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Executive Director’s Log (continued from page 3)

Did you know the Society turns 50 this month? Reflecting upon that milestone event, I started thinking
about what the world was like during October 50 years ago. On October 4, 1957, the world learned about
the launch of a small, basketball-sized satellite called Sputnik, which started the ‘space race’ between the
Americans and the former Soviet Union forever changing the way we look at the world. Back in Oregon,
local citizens began preparing for the state’s centennial and many of our county historical societies can
trace their roots back to that time. Today across the state many organizations are preparing for Oregon’s
sesquicentennial (try saying that three times, really fast!). These planning activities got me wondering about
our own Society’s history. A while back, I visited with Marjorie Owens at the Log Cabin in Lafayette
searching for information about YCHS history and she directed me to back issues of the Society’s newsletters. What a wealth of information! I spent several hours reading these chronicles, which document and
provide amazing insight into our history.
Between October 1957 and January 1959, the Society grew to 52 members and that was before finding
a home for the growing collections of Yamhill County treasures! Having grown up in the community, I
recognize many names on the list of Charter Members: Wortman, Shields, Watts, Williams, Elliot,
Kuykendall, Wascher, Gunness, Sorensen, Case, Ramsey, Stephens, Allen, Ault, Manning – the list goes on.
These people were the visionaries of yesterday and our Society has amassed an extraordinary collection of
artifacts, archive materials and oral histories – items we cherish today – because of their farsightedness.
One group of YCHS members who have carried our mission over the years is our volunteer Board of
Directors. In 1957, the Society’s first Board included President Reverend Robert Kuykendall, Vice President Dorothy Wortman Gunness, Secretary Neita Lewis Terry, Treasurer Soren Sorensen, and directors
Eugene Marsh, James Alley, Mrs. William H. Brandt, Patricia Turner Shawver and Frank Wortman. An
Advisory Board included Senator Carl Francis, Dr. Kenneth Holmes, Victoria Case, Dr. Margaret Ramsey,
Betty Shawver Orr, Dr. Milo Ross, and Dr. Levi Pennington.
Guiding our Society through the last 50 years, our Board of Directors has not only helped to preserve
and collect our County’s tangible and intangible history, but they’ve also lent their vision for the future
Yamhill County Historical Society. It is now our turn to be the visionaries and continue the legacy built by
our founders and our many directors for the next generation of Society members. This organization has
the potential to grow and include many, many more members. I can see a time in the not-so-distant future
when our membership numbers more than 1,000 and we celebrate our centennial anniversary.
I hope to see you all at our upcoming October 9 meeting. Until then, enjoy the nice autumn
weather and the beautiful days in Yamhill County!
Cheers,
Katherine

Trudy Dick and Eleanor Mitchell are among many dedicated volunteers available to assist patrons at the Ruth Stoller
Research Library, located in the Log Cabin at the historic Lafayette site on Wednesdays & Saturdays from 10 am to 4 pm.
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
July 1 - June 30

Individual
Family
Friend
Supporter
Community Builder
Community Benefactor

$ 15
$ 25
$ 50+
$ 100+
$ 250+
$ 500+

Please make checks payable to the
Yamhill County Historical Society and mail
them to YCHS, PO Box 484, Lafayette, OR
97127. Annual memberships are tax
deductible.
Members receive The West Side newsletter
and access to the Ruth Stoller Research
Library and Museum free of charge. If you
have questions about your membership,
please contact Gloria Lutz: 503-472-7563 or
glutz@onlinemac.com.

Upcoming Meetings
Date & Time : October 9, 2007, 6:30 p.m.
Location: Seventh Day Adventist Church, 1500
Old Sheridan Road, McMinnville
Speaker: Ray Bottenberg of Balston
Subject: Oregon Bridges
The Board of Directors will meet prior to the
General Meeting at 4:00 p.m.
November Meeting:
Date & Time : November 13, 2007, 6:30 p.m.
Location: To be announced
Speaker / Subject: To be announced
December Meeting:
Date & Time : December 11, 2007, 6:30 p.m.
Location: To be announced
Speaker / Subject: To be announced

